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y-Baptiſm, nor Popiſh 
- Baptiſm ought to be ſought for, or admitted 
by Proteſtants in the Factories, or other Places 

abroad, who are informed what to do in 0 
e, for the Eaſe of their Conſeiences. RE. 


Eu - : + Fay 


: = = 4 : y - 9 * * A - * 
* 


By Tao. N Rektor of Ste 
8 e | 


: 


. +4 8 * 
% . 
$ 3.4 "I" \ 1 
1 83 —— 0 bs 


Þ a4 - o : 0 „ FS * — % 5 * 3 * 1 - - * 
„ 4 4 N 60 A . 4 1 
Ss * o % #} ** * K * F 
4 "3-4 * - 7 A ö 1 
# 1 — N : " > 
r 8 „ 20 4 . * 4 1 * k . Io 


« 
1 : - 


Wem borough, at 
400 s © jurch-yard, 3 


- = 
* 7 OE WI dt 
1 » * | y 4 A m_—_— * 
. l * 3 8x 
> . . $ — I . 
7 ; 


2 | 


* % — 


* 1 7 4 4 4 A 6 * 
a 7; &% © 4% EN En 4 
; — — « 1 1 


r 
1 4 


* 


K 


- 


"a3 
3.9” 


* 


1 E 
* 


* 
W 
* 


*.s 
I 
* 
* 


ob 
2 


2 


8 8 

„ 

* PEEL 
1 


9 


FJ 


Þ 
Nl 


2. 


* 


7 


NW 
Wk 


XA 
* 

* 
a 


e An 


T1 READER 


= Tm 
1 FTIFOHESE Two Caſes were 
5 1 bor defignd for the Publick 
5 View , but only to eaſe ſome Pri- 
vate Perſons whoſe doubts were 
great, What to do, and how to be: 
have themſelves under the Hard: 
ſhips brought upon em by the D. 
ranny and Vices of other People. 

| Ve conſidering the preſent ſtate of 
tb. the World at home and abroad, and 

"= how many married People of this 
Netion are concerned in the Firſt 


Io the Reader. 
Caſe, and how many of our Facto- 
ries in Foreign Kingdoms are 


| hardly put to it on the account of 
their Children in the Second : If 


to relieve Conſcience on theſe Oc- 
cafions, be a Chriſtian-work ; and 
if theſe little Tracts ſhould any 

way contribute to compoſe ſuch 


Peoples T houghts in the Difficul. 
ties they labour under, twill be an 


Apology ſufficient for this Publi- 
cation : And that it may have this 
End, is the hearty Wiſh of 


Thine, c. 
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ADULTERY and DIVORCE. 


Dultery, ſay the Etymologiſts, is 
ad alterius torum acceſſio; And 
St. Auguſtine detines it to be (4) 4 
Breach of the Marriage-Vow; a 

Crime ſo black, that the /6) Ancients com- 

par'd it to SACRILEGE, and our Con- 


ſtitutions call it (c) Horrible Baſeneſs: (d) A 


Sin ſo abominable in God's Sight, that he 


had not a fitter Word than this to expreſs 


| Tavlatry by. And our Church is ſo induſtri- 
ous and careful in the diſcovery of it, that 


it is one Article in the (e) Epiſcopal Viſita- 
tions, Whether any have committed Adultery, 


Fornication, &C. or are vehemently ſuſpected to 
be guilty of ſuch Crimes. | 
Ihe Paniſhments inflicted on it all over 
the World, partly ſhew how much it is 
A} deteſted, 


— 


— —_— — 992 * * * . * * . 9 


(a) Fidei conjugalis violatio. (q) Adulteri à Cost ant ino 
Sacrilegs nuptiarum appellantur. (c) Tur pitudo horribi is. 
(a) ' Res Deo tam odioſa. Reform. Leg- Eccl. Tit. A, ult. c. 14 

(e) art. Viſit. Lond. Tit. 3. n 3. | 


6 Of Adultery and Divorce. 
deteſted ˖ Before the Law of Moſes the Adul- 
tereſs was burnt, but ander the Law ſhe was 
foned with Stones, And it was a Sin ſo much 
| abhorred , that in caſe of Suſpicion only, 
the Offering uſed. on that Occaſion is ſaid to 
he Oblatio Recordationis, (f) The Offering 
of Memorial, bringing Iniquity to remembrance. 
And tho? in other Sacrifices the Sin was pur- 
ged and done away, and as a Sign of ſuch 
Acceptance Oil and Zzcezſe were added, to 
ſhew that God was appeaſed : In this were 
allowed neither Oil, nor Frazkizcenſe ; but 
*twas a bare Sacrifice, that the Sin might be 
remembred with Horrour. Nothing plea- 
ſed the Lord in't. a 
(g) The Prophet Jeremiah tells us, That 
the King of Balylon roaſted Zedekiah the Son 
of Maaſeiah, and Ahab the Son of Kylaiah, 
becauſe they committed Adultery with their 
| Neighbours Wives. By a Law of the Egyptians 
the Man had a thouſand Stripes, and the Wo- 
man loſt her Noſe, as a Brand of perpetual 
Infamy; and by the Emperor Leo both 
Adulterer and Adultereſs were condemned to 
the /ame loſs of their Noſes, Romulus made a 
Law that the faulty Wife ſhould be put to 
death in what manner her Husband or 
Friends pleas'd: Which was afterwards 
confirmed by the Jalian-Lam, and was con- 
tain'd in the Law of the Twelve Tables. Plato, 
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Draco, and Solon, made it Capital; and Cato 


allow'd the Husband to diſpatch the Wo- 


man immediately, without legal Proceſs, if 
he found her guilty. The Philoſophers 
2 it a Crime worſe than Perjury: The 
Athiopiaus rank'd it withTreaſon: The Baby- 
lonians, Arabians, Parthians, Tartars, Lom- 
bards, Goths, Vandals, Indians, Javans, Bra- 
ſilians, Peruvians, and Mexicans, made it 
Capital: So do they in China, Siam, and 


Bantam. And in Old Saxony, Women ſo 


convicted, and Raviſhers of Maidens, were 
firſt hang d, and then burnt. The Hungarians 
alſo made Death the Puniſhment, the Fa- 
ther forcing his Daughter, the Husband his 
Wife, and the Brother his Siſter to the Place 
of Execution. The Perſians were wont to 
throw the Adultereſs into a deep Well. 
The Tarks anciently ftoned ſuch Offenders ; 
and ſtill the Penalty is very ſevere, the Wo- 
man being drowned, and the Man diſabled 
for the future. Twas Death by the Old 

Imperial Laws : But Latter Ages are content 
with Confinement and Whipping, and the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Canons preſcribe Eæcommunication. 


By a Conſtitution of the Church in the time 


of the Saxons, ſuch lewd Perſons were com- 
pared to Marderers, and equally denied Chri- 
{tian Burial. And there was a Law about 
the Year 1032. whereby the Adultereſs was 
to loſe her Noſe and Ears. St. Paul faith, 


No ſuch Perſon ſhall enter into the Kingdom of 
: Hott 4 4 ua; 
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8 3 Of Adultery and Divor ce. 
God; and the Author to the Hebrews declares, 
that Whore-Mongers and Adulterers God will 


judge. And leſt this proſpect of future Ven- 
geance ſhould not have its due effect to de- 
terr Lewdneſs and keep a Wife within the 
bounds of her Duty, the Goſpel relieves the 
injured Husband, and juſtifies him, if he 
thinks fit, to pus her away, for ſo our Lord 
allows it, Matth. 5. 33. and c. 19. 9. 5 
If inſtead of Allomance I had fd Precept, 
I think I might do it with more reaſon than 
St. Marſ had to call the Bill of Divorcement 
e, when it was only an Indulgence 
wreſted from. Mojes, becauſe of the hard 


' hearts of the e who otherwiſe might 
their Wives, if they had not 


have murdered the 
had leave to part with em. They were a 


_ ftiff-necked People, as God himſelf calls 


them, inclined to Slaughter, ſaith St. Chry/o- 
from, filling their Houſes with Relations Blood, 
and ſparing neither their Neighbours Families, 
uor their omm. On this Conlideration it was, 
we find that permiſſion, Deut. 24. 1. Whez 
4 man hath taken a wife and married her, and it 


come to paſs ſhe find no favour in his eyes, be- 


cauſe he hath diſcovered ſome uncleanneſs in 
her ; then let him write her a bill of divorcement, 


and give it into her hand, and ſend her out of 


his houſe = — If he did not like her, he 
might diſmiſs her. The ground of this 
diſlike is ſaid to be ſome ancleanneſs, or mat- 
ter of zakedyeſ5; which cannot mean Adal- 

| arora uo 10%, 
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did not like her Manners. | 
This, doubtleſs, was {training the Point 
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tery, becauſe Adultery, if proved, was pu- 


niſhed with Death, as I ſaid; and if only 
ſuſpected, the guilt of it was determined 
by the Water of Jealouſie, Numb. 5. 27. 


The word therefore muſt ſignifie ſomething 
diſagreable in her Perſon, Humour, or Acti- 
ons, which the Husband could not digeſt, 


and thereupon deſired to be rid of her, as 
Mr. Ainſworth and A lapide conceive, who 
cite Origen and Chryſoſtom for this Interpre- 


tation; and the Aſſembly of Divines explain 


it of the Leproſy, or ſome other Bodzly Diſeaſe - 


and Blemiſh, and in general any thing elſe 
to make the Husband loath her. This fully 
appears in the practice of that People, who 
thought it a good Foundation to build a 


Divorce on, if the Wife were Ca) Barren, 


Ugly, Peeviſh or Diſagreeable: And in the 


Words of Siracides, Eccl. 25. 29. If ſhe did 
not go as her Husband mould have ber, he cut 


her off from his fleſh, and gave her a bill of di- 
vorce, and let her go: As it is ſaid of Joſephus, 
That he diſmiſs'd his Wife, (5) becauſe he 


too far, to make the e e depend more 


on the imagination or prejudice of the Man, 
than on the Wite's 1 conduct, or Whatever 


elſe of like nature ſhe Was chargeable with. 


Yer 
(a) Sterilis, deformis, rixoſa, mroſa. 
(5) Mi dptogaczeros Tois Ihen. Vit. J pb. 
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Let we have not theſe Examples in Judea 


——_—_ 


alone, but in other Countries alſo, where 


Men pretended to more Civility and a bet- 


ter Temper. ©. 2 a Noble Roman, 


Divorced his Wife for talking familiarly 
cum libertina, C. Sulpitius uſed his in the fame 
manner, becauſe ſhe went abroad without 


her Veil. Sp. Carvilius did the ſame, on pretence 
of (e) Barrenneſs; which was an Objection 


his Wife could not help, and not her fault, 


but misfortune. P. Sempronius, becauſe his 
Wife went to a Play without his knowledge, 
put her away. Julius Ceſar dealt fo with 
Pompeia, Quia mala laboraret fama, being 
ſuſpected to have to do with Clodius. But 


M. Tullius ated on much lighter Reaſons ; 


and, Levibus de cauſis Terentiam dimiſerit. 
And Auguſtus out-did em all in this mat- 


ter, for he could except nothing againſt 


Scribonia, but that he was weary of her. I 
omit Mantanus, the Cataphrige , Pepuſiani, 
Ebionitæ, Maſſalini, and others in Church- 


. Hiſtory, who took the ſame liberty. And 
we read of an Eccleſiaſtical Law in Wales, 
Circa 940, which made it a ſufficient cauſe 


ef Divorce, if a Woman kiſſed any Max 


beſides her Husband, And in Modern In- 


ſtances the Chizeſe buy and ſell their Wives 


at pleaſure. They of Cambœa part with 


*tm when they will, yet not without the 
Dowry. 


— 


(c) Ob pratextum fterilitatis in vit. Rom. 
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 Dowry. Or, as is the Cuſtom in ſome of 

the Eaſtern Countries, they firit obtain the 
King's leave for a ſmall Summ of Money. 
Divorces in N allowed on very trivial 
Cauſes. And many in Africd think it a ſut- 
ficient reaſon to do it if their Wives grow 
old. And the leaſt diſtaſte will make the 
Muſcovites and thoſe in Braſil do the ſame, 
tho? never ſo amiable and young. 
In all theſeCaſes,I muſt confeſs, the Conjugal 
| Kot was not look'd on ſo ſacred and ſtrong 
as it ought to have been: And therefore our 
Chriſtian Law-giver corrects theſe Abuſes, 
and puts every one in mind of the Nature 
of Marriage, which out of 7a makes One; 
and fo ſtrictly unites em together, that 
after this Union hey are not Two but One 
Fleſh. This was it God intended in the firſt 
Inſtitution, to which Chriſt called back the 
Jews; and then added, What God hath joined 
together, let no Man put aſunder. 

But though this Language ſhows what a 
cloſe Conjunction Matrimony makes be- 
tween a Man and his Wife, which is not 
_ raſhly, or quacunque de cansd to be diſſolved 
(as the Jews ſuid and did; yet plainly our 
Lord's reproof of the Phariſees is not to be 
taken abſolutely, as if nothing in the World 
could diſ. joint theſe two Ferſons; but re- 
latively, and with reſpect to them he was 
diſputing with, and in oppoſition to thoſe 
Reaſons they went upon for their frequent 

. 17 5 Pivorces. 
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12 Of Adultery and Divorce. 
Divorces. ' I ſay. unto you, Whoſoever ſhall 
put away his 25 9 it be b fornica- 

tion, and ſhall marry another, committeth 
Adultery, Matth. 19. 9. So that the iaſtance 
excepted is a ſufficient Cauſe of putting away 
the Wife, though the Text will not admit 
of any other. For though a Raule or Law 
is univerſally binding, where there is no 
Clauſe to provide Pr particular Caſes; 
yet whenever ſuch Proviſion is made, the 
ik Exception is free, and as ſtrong in its ſenſe as 
=: the Law is in the other oppoſite to it; for 
= ſo we uſually ſpeak, Exceptio ponit gontra- 
= mY ria in caſu excepto. And therefore though 
13H in the general, it is not lawful upon any 
| pretence to lay aſide ones Wife, ſaving for 
wo the cauſe of Fornication, Matth. 5. 3 3. This 
- ſaving infers, That though zo Reaſon beſides . | 
this has force enough to diſſolve Marriage 
conſummated, yet this muſt be allowed a 
. ſufficient Reaſon for it, or elſe the Exception 
1 was vain. „ N 
ES | They ſay St. Mark and St. Luke have o- 
I mitted this Exception, and thereby ſigni- 
= }- fied the little Streſs to be laid on't, But 
= we anſwer with St. Auguſtiue, That the 
8 Four Evangeliſts do mutuas qperas tradere, and 
Cj where one omits a thing, the reſt ſupply it. 
1 St. Matthew is copious, and full in the Mat- 
1 ters he treats of, St. Mark (as St. Jerome 
. calls his Book Epitomen Evangelii a Matthæo 
|  feripti) gives only an Abſtract of St. 1 | 
1595 . 5 | | an 


and induſtriouſly lets go many particulars, 
which however muſt not loſe their Evi- 


dence, becauſe he paſt em. This is the 


uſual way of Abbreviators. But then it can- 
not be imagined that Short-hand is plaineſt, 
or beſt adapted to every Reader's Capacity: 
Or that St. Mark ſhould ſpeak more in- 
telligibly without the Exception, than St. 
Matthew with it; eſpecially conſidering He 
was one of the Diſciples preſent at this 
Diſcourſe with the Phariſees, and fo had 
better opportunity to know his Maſter's 
meaning. The Rule is, Pauciora exponi de- 
bent ſecundum plura, & regula generalis per 
exceptionem alibi traditam eſt limitanda. And 
this ſhews, how St. Mark and St. Lake are 
to be underſtood in this Affair. | 


But for farther light, let us reflect on the 


Occaſion of theſe words, and debate the 
Queſtion in this ſhort Conference between 


the Phariſees and Chrift. 


Phariſees. Is it law ful fora Man to put away 
his Wife for every Cauſe? 


Chriſt. No; for Marriage is Copula indiſſo- 
| lubilis, and by it two ere made one 


5 "owt 


Phariſees. Why did Moſes then Command 
to give a Writing of Divorce- 
ment, 
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i4 Of Adultery and Divorce, 
8 ment, and to put her away? 
This proves it lawful. , 


Chriſt. Moſes, becauſe of the hardneſs of 
pour hearts, ſuffered you to put 
5 away your Wives; but from the 
beginning it was not ſo, Vou 
confound the Laws concerning 
Marriage, or rather propoſe a 
Toleration inſtead of a Law. The 
Queſtion between us is not de lege 

Forenſi, but de lege Morali; and 

about the Senſe of the Inſtitution 

of Marriage immediately after the 
Creation- The former indeed 
permitted Divorce, becauſe of 

your Cruelty to your Wives; but 

ſtill with reſpect to Conſcience, 

you cannot ſafely uſe that liberty, 

for it is a Sin againſt the latter 
Lam; and be well aſſured, that 
though Moſes doth not puniſh, yet 

God doth not approve it. 


Phariſees. Do you deny then all Cauſes of 
| Divorce? e 


Chriſt. No; J except what the Law pu- 
niſhes, and ought to puniſh, as a 

thing in its own Nature deſtru- 

ctive, and not to be reconciled 

to the notion of Marriage; I 

N mean 


— 


agcuſat, quos maleſtoium coarctat. 


mean Fornication, which makes 
it impoſſible for the Man and the 
Woman to continue oze Fleſh any 
longer: And if at any time the 
Penalty of the Law be not ex- 
acted in this Caſe, yet the Party 
guilty by that Act of Uncleanneſs 
voids the Obligation, forfeits the 
Intereſt ſhe had in her Husband ; 
and by joyning her felt to ano- 
ther, becomes Morally dead to 
him to whom ſhe was united be- 
fore. So that, I /ay unto you, 
 Whoſoever ſhall put away his Wife, 
except it be for Fornination, and ſhall 
marry another, committeth Adultery ; 
and whoſo marrieth her which is put 
away , committeth Adultery. 


Can words be plainer ? Nothing but For- 


nication can untie the Marriage-Knot, and 
make Divorces innocent. Fornication there- 


fore is a juſt Ground and ſufficient War- 
rant for ſo doing; or elſe what ſenſe is there 


in theſe words? And what End could Chriſt 


have in making the Exception? So that in 
this caſe, and upon this account, whenever 
there is a Divorce, it is not Man, but God 
parts em. (d) The ſame Authority which 

| „ mae 


_— » 


—_— 


(a) Hemo non ſeparat quos pena condemnat, quos reatits 
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16 © Of Adultery and Divorce. 
made em one Fleſh, diſſolves the Union; 
and becauſe of Forzication, renders 'em two 
again. 1 „ . 

It is ſaid Ex matrimonio duo ſunt facti una 

caro: and the Inſinuation is, That nothing 
can divide 'em, but that which disjoints 
Soul and Body, the Death of either Par- 
ty: And this is true in the main. But the 
Caſe of Adultery ſhakes the Propoſition ; 
and the Wife who goes aſtray, by the Car- 
nalis copula becomes one fleſh with the Fornica- 
tor, as he that is joined to an Harlot is oze 

Bod) with her, as St. Paul ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 6. 
16. So that the Vinculum conjugale is here- 
by diſſolved, becauſe it is not to be concei- 
ved how ſhe can be one with her Husband, 
and with the Adulterer too, for the Apoſtles 
Reaſon immediately following; wherein he 
aſſerts, that only two can be one fleſh. I 
ſpeak in the Actual Tenſe, and ſaid, It is 
diſſolved, though not literally done; but 
there is the Caſe of diſſolving it; and if a 
Man will not uſe his Right, and lay hold on 

the Forfeiture, 'tis his own fault, and he will 
be much to blame. I call it ig fault, be- 
cauſe he who Celat crimen nxoris, makes 
himſelf Turpitudinis patronum : And herein 
I am of St. Chryſoſtom's mind, or whoever 
_ elſe is the Author of the imperfect Work; 
That as it is a cruel and wicked thing to put away 
. 4 chaſte Wife, ſo he is a Fool that will keip 4 
V hore. | 
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Of Adultery and Divorce. ty 
An Husband may, if he pleaſe, Cedere 
de jure ſuo, and forgive an unclean Wife: 
But Calvin's Judgment I take to be ſafer, 
To cleanſe his Houſe and Bed of ſo groſs a 
defilement, and be rid of her and her Sin 
together. And hence the word repadium 
has its Name, Recuſatio propter rem puden- 
dam; and I think a Man ought to be very 
careful how he is acceſſory to any thing 
that will bring him ſhame. This is one 
Reaſon they uſually give for Divorce; 
namely, To ſecure our own Integrity and 
Honour, and keep off the ſuſpicion of be- 
ing privy to the Sin. And I mult not omit 
another of very great Conſequence, and 
that is prolis incertitudo, which, without a 
Contradiction brings Baftardy into Wealock ; 
becauſe though it be a Rule in Law, that, 
Pater eſt quem nuptie demonſtrant, yet in foro 
Conſcientiæ, perhaps the Man, to be ſure the 
Wife, is convinced to the contrary: And 
for my part, to ſpeak in the way of Mora- 
lity and Religion, I find no difference be- 
tween theſe two Baſtards; but that the 
one is really, and the other /egally ſo. And 
on rtliis account it is, That although the 
Sin of Adultery is very great both in the 
Husband and the Wife; (e) yet, as to the 
Off- ſpring the wife is much more blameable: 
And it mult be conſider'd, that the Woman's 
- Inconti- 
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e Buantiim ad bonum prolis plus peecat adulterium uxoris. 
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Incontineney ruins the Family of her Hus- 
band, who leaves in his ſpurious Iſſue no- 


thing but the Name, and conveys to Po- 
ſterity not one drop of his Anceſtors Blood 


to continue the Relation. 


We may obſerve at the Office of Ma- 
trimony, in the Exhortation to the Young 
Couple, the Miniſter requires and charges 
them both, That if either of em know any 
Impediment why they may not be ih joined 
together, that they confeſs it : For, ſaith he, be 


well aſſured, that ſo many as are coupled toge- 


ther otherwiſe than God's Word doth allow, are 


pot join'd together by God, neither is their Matri- 
monp lamful. So that in Marriage there is a con- 
ditional Contract; Neither doth God fo join 
the Man and the Woman together, but that 
they may be parted, if there be a juſt Rea- 
ſon for it; and in caſe of ſuch Impediment, 
their Matrimony is not lawful. Fornication, 
I confeſs, is in this Queſtion a ſubſequent 
Act, and is not called an Inpediment; but 
they differ only in point of Time; And if 
the Impediment keeps the Knot antied, not- 
withſtanding the Ceremony is paſs'd upon 
them; why, if once actually tied, ſhould 
not Adultery have the ſame ſtrength to un- 
do it? The Ty conſiſtsin this, That they 
tmo are made one fleſb But if the Adultereſs 
alters the Property, and becomes the 


Fleſh of another Man, in this Caſe ſhe | 
() diſſolves 
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Husband, and is no longer one fleſh with 
him, So that if the Goſpel had been ſi- 


lent in this Cauſe of Divorce, yet not for. 


bidding it, it muſt be underſtood from the 
very Nature of the Conjugal-Union, which 
ſuppoſes neither Party alienated in Affection 
or Duty, as one of them muſt needs be in 


caſe of Fornication- This Union, I fay, 


being the very Eſſence of Matrimony, 


the Name is loſt, when an Act is done 


which divides one Patry from the other: 
However, the Goſpel of Chriſt doth allow 
it, and lays as great a ſtreſs on it, as the 
Church can on any other Impediment what- 
ever; which dan proved, makes tlie 


7 Matrimony unlawfi 


If it be Objected, That the 1ntual Troth 
given each to the other, before the Miniſter, 


runs in this Form of Obligation, That the 


Husband takes the Wite, and the Wife 
the Husband, for better, for worſe, till Death 
parts them 


We Anſwer: 1. Theſe Words, for bet- 


ter, for morſe, do not imply an irreligious of 
immoral Senſe, (tor this amounts to ſuch an 


Impediment as our Church propoſes to 


make Marriage unlawful;) but their mean- 
5 2 ing 


(f) Solvitur carmis unitas, nefaric rumpitur conjugdlis 
fees & peccarur contra pſa matrimonii ſubſtantialias 
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uh 04 ) diffolves the Bond with reſpe& to her 
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ing is determin'd by the following Clauſes. 
For richer, for _— „in ſickneſs, and in 
health. (a) If 

prodigal, clowniſh, drunken, ugly, a fool, 
or the like which are very ill Qualities, and 
ſuch as make Solomon confeſs, That zt 7s 
better to dwell in the Wilderneſs, than with a con- 
tentious, angry Woman, Prov. 22. 1 9) (8) 
If the Wife be barren, ſickly, blind, lame, 


or deaf; or if you can think of any other 


Deformity, faith St. Auguſtine, except For- 
nication, we are to bear with her on the 
ſcore of our Religion. And accordingly 
the Rule is, (c) Adverſe Fortune, if there 


be no Fault, is patiently to be born in Ma- 


trimony. And fo Ariſtotle faith, It becomes a 

Wife to acquit her ſelf well towards her Hus- 
band, not only in 4 good, but a bad Fortune. 
And ſhould his Eſtate ſuffer by ill chance or 
miſmanagement, or his Body by ſickneſs, or his 
Mind by phrenzy, ſhe is to bear the afflition 
chearfully, and retain the ſame reſpect and - 
fectiom (he had for him before. And the Rule 
in this Caſe is, Quod ſemel 3 diſplicere 
num poteſt; meaning, von debet. | 


2. Till 


r 


— 
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ſa) Si fit jurgioſæ, petulans, prodiga, ruſtica, ebria, 
deformis, ſtulta, & alits mille vitiis moleſta. 

(b) Si ur ſit. ſterilis, debilis, caca vel clauda, vel ſur- 
da, vel ſiquid aliud cogitari poteſt, except a fornicatiene. 
e) Fortuna afflicta, fi abſit culpa, patienter © in 

conjugio ferenda eſt. 1 | 


e be a Scold, peeviſh, 
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2. Till Death us do part, Doth not con- 
clude a ſimple Obligation, from which 
there 1s no releaſe, until Death makes it. 
{becauſe the Lord Chriſt pronounces For- 
nication to be a ſufficient reaſon to break 
the Bond, and diſmiſs the Wife, if ſhe be 
found guilty) but refers to the Qualities or 
Circumſtances of the Wite in the Words 
before; which though bad enough, are 
no legal Incapacities for Cohabitation ; nei- 
ther is the Wife thereupon to be diſchar- 
ged from her Husband without her own 
conſent, who muſt either keep her at home, 
or otherwiſe provide for her. Beſides, 
This period of the Obligation is grounded 
on the antecedent Suppoſition, That the 
Woman forſakes all other Men, and keeps 
only to her Husband as long as they both ſhall 
live. And this Promiſe being obſerved, 
the Bond is not cancelled till Death doth it. 
But if the Wite forſakes her Husband,and 


keeps company with others, the Condition 


is broken, and the Motive ceaſes on which 

he married her. For the Condition of this 
ſolemn Engagement was, That She for- 

ſakes the reſt of Men, and be from thence 

forward intirely his own, 


Toft The Marriage-Vow, however 
worded, is to be taken according to God's 


Holy Ordiaance: But the Ordinance of God, 


with reſpect to Marriage, is, To make of 


= 
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ing is determin'd by the following Clauſes. 
For richer, for poorer, in ſickneſs, and in 
health. (a) If ſhe be a Scold, peeviſh , 
prodigal, clowniſh, drunken, ugly, a fool, 
or the like which are very ill Qualities, and 
ſuch as make Solomon confeſs, That it 7s 
better to dwell in the Wilderneſs, than with a con- 
tentious, angry Woman, Prov. 22. 1 FR (6) 
, lame, 
or deaf; or if you can think of any other 
Deformity, ſaith St. Auguſtine, except For- 
nication, we are to bear with her on the 
ſcore of our Religion. And accordingly 
the Rule is, (c) Adverſe Fortune, if there 
be no Fault, is patiently to be born in Ma- 


trimony. And fo Ariſtotle faith, It becomes a 


Wife to acquit her ſelf well towards her Hus- 
band, not only in 4 good, but a bad Fortune. 


And ſhould his Eſtate ſuffer by ill chance or 


miſmanagement, or his Body by ſickneſs, or his 
Mind rangi: ſhe ts - 2 2 tion 
chearfully, and retain the ſame reſpect and af- 
fection (he had for him before. And the Rule 
in this Caſe is, Quod ſemel * diſplicere 
nume poteſt ; meaning, aon debet. 


2. Till 
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ſa) Si fit jurgioſa, petulans, prodiga, ruſtica, ebria, 
defor mis, 7 S bi, mille KN . f : 

(b) Si uxor ſit ſterilis, debilis, caca velclauda, vel ſur- 
aa, vel ſiquid aliud cogitari poteſt, excepta fornicatione. 
e) Fortuna affiieta, fi abſit culpa, patienter in 


conſug io ferenda eſt. 
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2. Till Death as do part, Doth not con- 
clude a ſimple Obligation, from which 
there 1s no releaſe, until Death makes it. 
(becauſe the Lord Chriſt pronounces For- 
nication to be a ſufficient reaſon to break 
the Bond, and diſmiſs the Wife, if ſhe be 
found guilty) but refers to the Qualities or 


h 
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N Circumſtances of the Wife in the Words 
7 before; which though bad enough, are 
F no legal Incapacities for Cohabitation ; nei- 
ther 1s the Wife thereupon to be diſchar- 
a ged from her Husband without her own 
/ conſent, who mult either keep her at home, 
Y or otherwiſe provide for her. Beſides, 
#3 This period of the Obligation is grounded 
5 on the antecedent Suppoſition, That the 
4 Woman forſakes all other Men, and keeps 
ig only to her Husband as long as they both ſhall. 
id live. And this Promiſe being obſerved, 
8 the Bond is not cancelled till Death doth it. 
But if the Wife forſakes her Husband, and 
f- keeps company with others, the Condition 
le is broken, and the Motive ceaſes on which 
e be married her, For the Condition of this 

ſolemn Engagement was, That She for- 
. ſakes the reſt of Men, and be from thence 
ul forward intirely his own, 


' Laſtly, The Marriage-Vow, however 
1 3 is to be ta ken according to God's 
me Holy Ordinance: But the Ordinance of God, 
with reſpect to Marriage, is, To make of 
= T” B 3 „ 


in 
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5 Two, One | Fleſh; yet with this Caution 
Iz and Froviſo, That there be no Fornica- 


tion; for if ſo, the innocent Husband has 


a Power left him to put her away. So 
rhat the ſame Ordinance which makes the 
Obligation, allowing this liberty (though 
where Fornication interpoſes not, the Los: 
band and Wife are to keep cloſe to one a- 
nother as long as they live; yet (where Either 
tranſgreſs, there is a remedy left; and if 


in defiance. of her Husband) without 


hold of the Forfeiture, and as ſoon as he 
pleaſes 5 her away. 

And trul other wiſe the Caſe of the Hus- 
band would be very hard, That a thing in- 
tended to caſe the urden, ſhould add more 

weight to it. The Cauſes for which Ma- 
trimony was ordained, we have in the Ex- 
hortation to the Couple going to be mar- 
ried, which are deſigned for the Comforts 

of Life, and not to be Plagues to one ano- 
ther. We ſerve a compaſſionate Maſter, 
who conſidered our condition,and of himſelf 
ſaid, It is not good for Man to be alone, I will 
make him an help-meet for him. Gen. 2-18. This 
was the Motive he had to produce Woman, 
and did it out of him Who was to be her 

re e 
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600 Quod inducicnr in ben alicujus, , faceret 21 rc 
judicium. 5 
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the Woman will offend, (and perhaps in 
a daring, bold way, void of all ſhame, and 


doubt the Husband in this Caſe may lay 
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Hus band, to let her ſee how near the re- 


lation is between 'em, and how ſhe ought 
to cleave to him. This he did as Creator: 
And then as a Law-giver, he inſtituted 
Marriage to confirm their mutual Indear- 
ment; that as in their Original they had one 
beginning, [Bone of my bones, and fleſh of my 
fleſh, ſaith Adam; ] fo the Ordinance was 
contrived to unite em by Conſent, and en- 
gage em into a voluntary Promiſe to love 
each the other. And becauſe he foreſaw it 
would ſometimes otherwiſe happen, and 


there be a Violation of Faith, though never 


To ſolemnly given, he appointed a Reme- 
dy, but a ſevere terrible One, no leſs than 
Death, to ſignify thereby the Violence done 
this Union of two Bodies, which he would 
have us look upon full as ſtrict as between 
Body and Soul, not to be divided till Death 
parts em. Tis true, the Clemency of the 
Goſpel interprets the Puniſhment now into 
no more than putting her away; but then this 
is a Moral Death to the guilty Party, and it 
lies in his Breaſt, who is thereby injured, 
to put the Law in Execution, as ſoon as 

he ſhall think fit to do it. 
Ay, but this rigour may be thought to in- 
conſiſt with the Patience and Sweetneſs of 

our Chriſtian Profeſſion. po 
I muit acknowledge, That Charity ſuffers 
long, and is kind; But the ſame Charity doth 
not behave it ſelf anſeemly, Mon patrat quod 
B 4 pudendum 
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pudendum eſt, ſaith the Syriack, Bk GU, 


doth nothing fædè or inhoneſtè, as certainly 


a Man muſt do who keeps an Adultereſs in 
his Boſom, and by a wicked Indulgence 


contributes to her Sin. * 
The Inſtance of the Adultereſs, whom 


Chriſt no otherwiſe puniſhes than by bid- 
ding her go and fin no more, John 8. is an- 
ſwered by that Rule of the Law, Quod 


alicui gratiosè couceditur non debet yy aliis in 
exemplum trahi-- Beſides, if this Paſſage be 


well confidered, What Chriſt did was as 
much an Act of Juſtice as Mercy; and 
though he did not condemn, yet he did 


not expreſly forgive her. Nether do I con- 
demm thee : Nor indeed had he reaſon to do 


it, for he acted judicially in this caſe; and 
if the Evidence withdrew, and would have 
no hand in the ſtoning of her, what could 
he do otherwiſe than to diſcharge her ? 
Diſcharge at leaſt the Puniſhment at this 
time, though he did not fully and ſimply ab- 
ſolve her, At moſt this treating her with 
ſo much Clemency, only inclines Husbands 
to be merciful and tender, but obliges not: 
And tho? Men may forgive this Offence in 
their Wives, if they fee good; yet if upon 
Reaſons of Diſcretion and Satety they do 
not, 'tis no Sin at all, no pinching upon 
Conſcience, to uſe em as they deſerve; and 
in that manner the Goſj pel allows 1 It. 1 
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That David took Michol again, though 


married to another Man, is nothing to the 


purpoſe; becauſe this was no Adultery in Mi- 
chol, who had no deſign to leave David; 
but being young, ſhe was forced to accept 
of Phalti, the Son of Laifh, at the Com- 
mand of Saul, her Father and King. And 
therefore David conſidered this Act in her 
(as indeed it was) a matter of Conſtraint; 
and fo without much ſcruple receives her 
again · F 

Theſe and ſome other ſuch Reafons St. 
Auguſtine preſſes, and faith, Adulteram nec 
boy nec debere repudiari, ſed partem innocentem 
de jure teneri ad recunciliationem. The truth 
is, St. Auguſtine was a very compaſſionate - 
and tender-hearted Man, ſenſible of his 
own Faults, and ready to retract em; ſo 
that he was naturally led to argue for Re- 
conciliation on any occaſion, and almoſt on 
any terms; neither could he tell how to 
put off a Penitent without forgiving him. 
Andit is good Doctrine in the general: But 
his Maſter St. Ambroſe never taught him this 
Leſſon 1n particular, For as this Father 
aſſerts three Cauſes for a Man to part with 
his Wife, ſo he makes the f/f and principal 
of 'em to be Fornication. St. Jerome, who, 
as he could not agree with St, Auguſtine in 
other Points, ſo he is directly oppoſite to 
him in this; and avouches, Adalteram neo 
poſſe nec debere retineri, That an Adultereſs 
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neither can nor ought to be taken again. 
* Nay, he goes farther, and ſaith, That not 
3 only abicunque eſt fornicatio, but fornicationis 
ſaſbicio, Uxor dimittitur. 


* 
. 


And as for Reconciliation, I think Bucer 's 
Concluſion unanſwerable; Who reflecting 
on that Law in Deuteronomy 24+ 2, 3. con- 
cerning the Bill of Divorcement, whereby 
leave is given the Woman to marry ano- 
ther If this Second Husband ſhould 
either die, or hate her likewiſe, and fo 
give her another Bill, the Firſt Husband 94 
muſt never receive her again, for this / 
reaſon, Becauſe ſhe is defiled- and thats 
an abomination unto the Lord, v.4. Now, 
as that Author argues, if ſhe be pollata, 
who was not only married to this ſecond 
Man, but did it by her former Husband's 
Permiſſion, and was juſtified in it by Law: | 
If, I fay, notwithſtanding this Allowance, 
| ſhe was ſo polluted by this Second Mar- 
a E riage, as to be made ever incapable of be- 
»=n . ing re-married to the Firſt Husband ; much 
7 | more polluted muſt that Woman be, who 
has committed Adultery againſt both the 
| | Law, and her Husband's Will: and unfit 
is ſhe either to be retained, or in caſe of de- 
parture to be received again. No; Da- 
via's Reſolution is a good Precedent. in 
this Caſe: There ſball no deceitful Perſon 
awell in mine Houſe ; the Party that telleth Lyes 
' ſhall nut barry in my ſight. I will not dmell with. 
Vain 
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Duin Perſons, neither will I have Fellonſhip with 


” 
7 
Y, 


the deceitful, ] hate the Congregation of the 
wicked, and will not fit among the ungodly. And 
all this not barely as a Duty, but in point 
of Safety; becauſe evil Communications corrupt 
good Manners , and . though: with the clean I 
may be clean, yet with the froward I may learn 
frowardneſs, And therefore to fecure our 
own Innocence, we are bound to ſhun them 
who are Enemies to it. = 155 
But what ſaith the see a Take heed ta 
our Spirit, and let none deal treacherouſiy againſt 
* Wit of his youth; for the 2. Gd 1 


Iſrael ſaith, That he hateth putting away, 


: 4 Mal. 2. 16, 17. IN 
| q No doubt but God hates it, when a Man 
| deals perfide and iniquè with his Wife, and 
- 08 when he cauſeleſly leaves her, and not She 
I him. Here was no Crime of Adultery 
charged; no Fault, but that the Husband 
F liked another better, As Matters thus ſtood, 
F no wonder is it that God hated ſuch putting 
may. God, who was a witneſs between 
3 him and his Wite, v. 14- — yet he ven- 


tures to break the Matrimonial Covenant, 
made in the Preſence of God, who being” 
Nj a God of Judgment, he could not be 
ö thought to delight in ſuch a Man. 3 
Well, the Apoſtle is expreſs, 1 Cor. 7. 10, 
11. Unto the married I command; yet not I, 
but the Lord; Let not the Wife depart from 
the Husbaud, and let not the Husband put away 
1 his 
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his Wife —— And elſewhere he allows no 
remedy, no releaſe but Death, Rom. 7. 2, 3. 
But as to the Words of St. Paul in thoſe 
two Epiſtles, anſwer is made, That to 
ſpeak of Matrimony in it ſelf, or as it is in its 
firſt Inſtitution; and as it is abaſed, or with 
reſpect to thoſe Crimes directly againſt it, 
is very different. It is one thing to propoſe 
what is regularly and ordinarily done, ac- 
_ cording to Law; and another, what hap- 
pens in extraordinary Caſes. What the A- 
poſtle faith in theſe Chapters, is to be taken 
regulariter, and not in caſu. The ordinary 
Tie of Marriage laſts unto Death; and 
then, and not till then, it is diſſolved · But 
Fornication or Adultery diſſolves it ſooner. 
So that the Holy Man diſcourſing here of the 
Nature of Marriage, and not of the Nature 
or Cauſes of Divorce, is not engaged in this 
Diſpute ; and citing him on this account, 
makes little to the purpoſe. The Interpre- 
ters of theſe Paſſages deliver themſelves 
Warily: Let not the Husband put away his 
Wife —= What? Upon no account? Yes, 
but let it not be done excepta causd forni- 
. cationis, ſay Primaſius and St. Ambroſe, Non 
ſine juſts causd, ſaith Chemmitins, who ſup- 
poſes an Ellipſis in the Expreſſion. Miſi ſit 
legitima cauſa; ſo Marlorate, But when there 
is juſt cauſe, that is, in caſe of Fornication : 
Hammond. Mon ſine gravi & juſta cauſa ; 
A lapide. Except ionem quam atthaa referente 
R | dominus 
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dominus expreſſit ——. hic ſubintelligas; Eſtius. 
It muſt not be altro ſuoq; arbitrio, and 
without legitim pragunte copnitione, &c. 
not. arbitrarily. and without lawful Provo- 
cation, . faith Bez; who calls 'em ineptiſſi- 
mos, who from this Text would: infer that 
there can be no Divorce, no, not in the 
Caſe of Fornication, contra manifeſtam expreſ- 
Jam, 4 Chriſto adulterti- exceptionem. The 

Aſſembly of Divines name not the Ex- 
ception, but they refer to St. Matthew, both 
as to the Chapters and Verſes, where notice 
is taken of it; and their meaning is, That 
Ve are to ſupply from thence what is omit- 
ted by St. Paul. Calvin indeed wonders 
why he did not except Adulterii canſam ; 
but what Reaſon was there for him to men- 
tion the Exception, when the drift of his 
_ diſcourſe did not lead him to it? | 


But Marriage is ſaid to fignifie to us the 
Myſtical Union between Chriſt and his Church. 
Now as there are many Offences done a- 

ainſt him, which he forgives his Spouſe ; 

5 ought we to be followers of Chriſt, and 
of God, as dear Children: Be merciful, as 
our heavenly Father is merciful; and we 
ought to forgive, as we deſire to be for- 


given. Chriſtianus eſt Chriſti imitator. Aug. 


And queſtionleſs this Divine Example is 
good, and we ought to imitate it, Hr ſicut 
| ile 
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ile apit cum Exc leſta ſic nos 2g mus cum conjuge; 
Though the Caſe be different, yet God for- 
bid we ſhould do _— But be it re- 
membred, That though God is Patient, Era. 
cious, and” ind, yet 15 has been provoked 
to give a Bill of Divoroement to his beſt be- 
loved People. And of this the 'Zewiſh Na- 
tion is an undeniable proof, with the Seven 
famous Churches of ſz, which have their 
Candlefticks removed, and are at this da 
overu helmd with Malometan Darkn 
God's forbeafance teaches us to do as He did, 
bear with many faults; but thorough 
Apoſtacy is too black a 5 to e. xpect ſo much 
Tenderneſs; and Adulrery too o groſs to : 
pardon'd at all; or eafily Rite, 
I amno more for this kind of Separation; 
quarunque de cauſa, after the practice of the 
Fews, who would diſmiſs their Wives for 
over-boyling their Meat, (eſpecially if they 
caſt their Eye on another handſomer,) than [_ 
am for falling under the Cenſure of Mecænas, 
who was taxed of very. great Inconſtancy 
and Lightneſs, becauſe he parted with his 
Wife more than once, and received her 
again, For if her Faults were ſmall, the 
Uſage was too ſevere to turn her out of 
doors; but i! ſo notorious as to oblige him 
to it, twas an unaccountable Fondneſs and 
Eaſineſs to re- admit her. | 
The Law takes notice of many Cauſes of 


Divorce, beſides the grols one of Adultery. 
Confortin U 


* 


— — 
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Conſorting with, or entertaining Wanton Com- 
pany againſt the Advice and Will of the Huf- 
band; Pradtifing, or Conſenting to Practices 
againſt his Life or Health; Lying abroad 


without his knowledge, and without any juſ 
Reaſon for it; Going againſt his Mil to Plays, 


and other ſuſpected Places; Morbus Conta- 
gioſus; and ſome other like Cauſes, which 
muſt needs make a Vertuous Man very un- 


eaſie, his Life comfortleſs, and his Expences 


perhaps beyond his Ability. Auy of theſe 


are great Provocations. A of 'em together 


who can bear? Eſpecially when Aaultery 
conſummates em; Adultery, as it falls out 


in ſome Caſes publickly known, talk'd of, and 


made the common SubjeQ in every Private 
Houſe and Tavern; and, which is a very 
ſad Aggravation, when the concern'd Part 

glories in the Lewdneſs, and with the Harlot 


in Scripture, wipes her Mouth, and faith, 


All is well. The Sin in ſecret is bad enough ; ' 
And if a Man be ſo good a Chriſtian, has ſo 
much Affection and Patience as to caution, in- 


treat, admoniſh, earneſtly ſeek and perſwade A- 
mendment, and all tono effect, but the Wife 


will run on in her ill way; and not only ſo, but 
laugh at, flout and threaten her Husband, and 


maintain Doctrines which neceſſarily call his 


Safety into queſtion, ſhould he uſe his Au- 
thority and Power to reclaim her at home; 
and, in a word, have ſo liitle regard to her 
ſelf, or him, as to make the Crime become 
A 

* Matthei Monachi Syntagm, Alphabet. Lite T. c. 13. 
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a ſcandal to all the World; What then re- 


mains int his Extremity, but to take the Ex- 
ample of God; Let her be gone; give her 


wholly up to her vile Afſections, the Luſts 
of * Heart, and all manner of Unclean- 
nels. ä 5 7 N 


Vet I am not againſt Repent ance, I re- 
member what the Church faith, (a) We 


earneſtly wiſh that. the Innocent Perſon 


would pardonthe Guilty, and take her to him 
again: But then it muſt be () when there 
are apparent hopes of Amendment. But, 
alas! How will this appear? Can a few 
words, extorted it may be from Neceſſity, or 
the importunity of Friends, be called Indica- 


tions or Expreſſions of a Penitent Heart? 


Res magis intuenda quam verba; Repentance 
is Grief of Mind for Offences committed: 
It rigorouſly chaſtiſes what is done amiſs: It 


always puniſhes the Crime; and hence it 
. derives its Name: Peæniteutia 2 pena, or 
guaſi punientia; and if it be ſincere, (c) ei- 
ther equals or exceeds the Crime, faith St. Fe- 
rome, The Publican ſinote on his breaſt, and 
aid, Lord, be merciful to mea ſinner. And the 
true ſign of Repentanee is a thorough change, 


dC 


(a) Vehementer optamus ut initegra perſona damnatæ ve. 

uiam indulgeat & illam ad fe rurſus aſſumat. 
(b) Si credibilis melioris vitæ [pes oſtendatur. 
(c) Aut æguat crimina, aut excedit, 


a : 
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a real Reformation. I take all this to be a 


— — 


work of Time. (4) The Council of Aucira 


determin'd Seven Years Repentance: The 
Thief indeed did it in a few Moments; but 
his Life was ſhort, and on that account the 
Divine Grace the ſtronger. 
HhBeſides, Reſtitution is one neceſſary part of 
Repentance. But how? (e) Which way ſhall 
this be expected, when, as St. Zerome 
ſpeaks, it muſt puzzle Omnipotence to bring 
it about? And though God can do every 
thing, I am bold to ſay it, He cannot reſtore 
Chaſtity when a Woman has loſt it: And 
who will go about to propoſe an Equivalent 
for an ineſtimable Loſs, never to be reco- 
. vered ? 3 1 | 
You will ſay, We are to accept ſuch Re- 
/titution as the nature of the thing will bear; 
that is, an hearty forrow for what is paſt, and 


amendment for the future. Neither do [ 
deny, but theſe are. good Fruits, or Proofs 


of Repentance, and may be a means to ſave 
the Adultereſs in the other World, yer are 
no proper Reſtitution to che Husband in this. 
Ihe Murderer, the 7raztor, the Felon, have 
the ſame Plea; yet they muſt bear the pre- 
ſent. Puniſhment of the Law, and ſuffer 


1 now, though they are ſaved hereafter. 
| C But 


(d) Septem annis penitentiam agat. Concil. Ancir. & 
Wormac. | 


(e) Gravius hoc furtum------ Nam nulla reſtitiends ſpes. 


Voſſii Inftit. Ocat, I. 2. c. 2. 


_ 


Fl 
a K * 
_ k 
W 
* — 7 


2 
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But how ſhall an Husband be convinced 
of ſuch a Repentance ? Semel malus ſemper 
præſamitur eſſe malus, ſay the Lawyers. And 
though' it be poſſible for a Man or a Wo- 
man to become Penitent, yet we ought have 
as good Proofs to demonſtrate their Repen- 
tance, as we had Overt-AQts before of their 
being wins. EEE: £56. pts 
For my part therefore, I think (7) tis 
dangerous to attempt Reconciliation after 
Adultery: And one Reaſonis, Becauſe the (g) 
Wound-1s apt to bleed afreſh; and it ought to 
be well and leiſurely healed, before we haz- 
zard the rubbing it- The Innocent Party 
may perhaps be thought hard of in this 
Caſe: But P. eAmiliuss Anſwer ought to 
farisfie unbyaſs'd People; who being found 
fault with for putting away a beautiful Wite, 
excuſed himſelf thus: ( Vo body knows 
where the Shooe pinches but he that wears it. 
It appears by this, That the Crime of his 
Wife was ſomewhat ſecret: And as ſuch, I 
believe it one Teſtimony of his Kindneſs to 
her, That he rather ſuffer'd the Peoples Cen- 
ſure, than in his own Vindication to expoſe 
her Nakedneſs; and in other Caſes, where 
the Publication is made already by her own 


(f) Periculoſum poſt commiſſum Adulterium inter conjus 
es tentare reconciliationem. W 1 = a2 
g) Vulnus ſubinde recrudeſcit. 1 
(h) Neminem ſcire qua in parte calceus; licet ſpecigſus fo- 
ret, ſuos premeret digitos. 6 3 | 
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folly, Iake i it for a piece of Affection in the 
Husband not to divulge it further, or load 
the Vice by being particular in all the Ag- 
gravations bf it. 

And if at leugth the klusband'willbe melt 
ed, and is contented to 'paſs-by all Provoca- 
tions, he may, and there is no injury done 
a him: Sienti 2 con ſentienti uon fit injurias, 
But i it behoves him to conſider well what he 
is about; He ought to enquire Whether it 
will confiſt with his Happineſs, bis: Reputa- 
2 and other Conveniencies of Life to do 

; Whether it be agreeable to Conſcience, 
_ the Duty he owes-God and Religion, to 
give this Countenance to a Crime of that 
nature; and whether he can find any great 
difference between cohabiting-with' an Adul- 
tereſs, or a common Strumpet whois vicious 
out of Neceſſity, and has not Bread: to eat 
before ſhe earns it. 

Thave avoided the chien 06 Councils 
and Laws, to keep my ſelf from being tedi- 
ous. But, in ſhort, ſome of 'em allow Se- 
cond Marriage upon the Reaſonableneſs of the 
thing it ſelf, which St. Paul favours, 1 Cor. 
7. 9: Others reject it for its ill conſequence; 
as tempting People to be weary of the fir/f 
Which indeed is no Reaſon ; for a diſtin- 
ction is to be made between a real and a feign- 
ed Cauſe; and if, on this Tadulgence, Meri 
may be tempted to bribe Evidence againſt 


their Wives in order to be rid of em, ſo may 
C 2 ſuch 


parts em both for ever. 
EK 1 NZ S. 
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Vorce. 


| ſuch Evidence take away Lives and Eſtates: 
and the Danger is full as great in the one 
Caſe, as in the other. However, for put- 
ting away, they generally agree in that; and 
where we read ſome Canons ſeemingly againſt 
it, they muſt be underſtood abſque cautd, and 
in unlawful Caſes below that of Adultery. As 
Canon 48. Apoſtolorum; which Excommuni- 
cates him who puts away his Wife: 
This is meant, ſaith Balſamon, if it be done 
Awe, without Cauſe, And Zonaras 
Expounding the ſame Canon, has theſe words, 
 Maritus Pollutam ex ſedibus ſuis excludet. 
And for Fathers, they conſider Fornication 
a juſt Cauſe to diſmiſs ones Wiſe : And thoſe 
who oppoſe Second Marriage, do it on a prin- 
ciple of Tenderneſs, and to leave room for 
a Reconciliation after a ſerious and approved 
Repentance; which if the Husband, for 
Reaſons beſt known to himſelf (and of which 
he is the proper Judge) will not accept, atitur 
ſuo jure & nulli facit inj uriam. And though 
thereby he may ſeem «»kiz4 to his polluted 
Wife, yet he cannot be ſaid to be anjuſt to 
her, but ſhe has been ſo to her ſelf and him. 
And this principle of Tenderneſs I take to 
be the Motive for thoſe. Diſtinctions or De- 
grees of Divorce in the Spiritual Conrts, 4 
thoro, a menſa  thoro, a vinculo matrimonii; 
the two firſt being intended in a way of op- 
portunity to make their Peace with one ano- 
ther; whereas the laſt bars the Door, and 


„ Concerning 


BAPTISM 


Gentleman has a Child born in 
a Popiſh Country; wants an op- 
| portunity to Baptize him accor- 

ding to the way of the Church of 
England, wherein himſelf had been Chriſten- 
ed and Educated; Deſires to know what 
he was todoin this * and demands by 
Letter, 


1- Whether he himſelf or ſome other 
about him might do it ? 


2. Whether he could ay uſe a Rang 
Prieſt ? 


3. Whether venture the Child's Life, 
and deferr the Baptiſm till his return for Exg- 
* 3 land, 
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land, or had ſome other conveniency to do it 


to his mind? 


2 rn e eee ee eee he Fane, 4 F ˙—¹ ˙ Abe 4s dba rs Er randy — 
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Firſt, Whether Lay-Baptiſm be not a dan- 


gerous Ufurpation of the Miniſterial Office, 
| becauſe the & 
ſtles, and in them to the Clergy. Go and 


mihiiſſign was only to the Apo- 


Baptize —— Ang who preſcribes Ordi 
nances, calls for bediene, not in the things 


« 


themſglves only, but. alſo in he manner of 


| doi 8 em * 1 1 . { + 


Secondly, Whether uſing the Service of a 
Popiſh” Prieſt, was not , countenancing#the 
Errors of a Church, which on accouft of 
thoſe Errors we ſeparate from? AndVif we 
are required to come out of Babylon, that 
we may got be partakers of her Sins, how can 
we ſafely return into her? For it muſt be un- 
derſtood, thit we joyn in Communion with 
that Church whoſe Officer we make uſe of 


ON 


Thirdly, Whether the Child's dying with- 
out Baptiſm (ſhould it fo happen) does not 
expoſe him to Damnation? Becauſe Baptiſm 
being the Door or Entrance to Heaven, to 
want Baptiſm, is in effect, to want that 


1 : „ 


- whichis to convey him thither : For fd. faith 


pur Lord, Zxcep? gow; be Forw of Fateh and 
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the Spirit, you cannot ener into the Kingdom 


of God, Joha 3. 3. 


1. As to the firſt Article, it is offered in 
behalf of the Laity and Lay-Baptiſm. That 
Chriſtian Baptiſm ſtands. on the ſame foot, 
and has the ſame meaning with Circumci- 
ſion under and before the Law: But Hip- 
porah Circumciſed her Son in the preſence of 
Moſes her Husband, who was a great Prophet; 
and the Action was allow'd, not by him a- 
lone, but by the Angel of God, who was ſo well 
pleas d with it, that Moſes thereupon recover'd 
from his Sickneſs which was ſent him on that 
occaſion, Exod. 4. 25. This Example was ſol- 
lowed by thoſe two Women whom the Ty- 
rant; Antiochus Martyr'd, and who, with 
their own Hands, Circumciſed their Chil- 
dren, 2 Mac. 6. 10. Under the Goſpel, A. 
nanias à bare Diſciple baptized St. Paul, 
Aquila and Priſcilla inſtructed  4pollos: And 
to teach and Baptize are both joyn'd in the 
{ame Commiſſion : And the Commiſſion was 
extended to all then preſent, whether Men 
or Women, whole number St. Paul affirms. 
to be no leſs than Five hundred Brethren, 
and they all of 'em had the Power without 


Exception. {4) So the Council of Hliberis 
| C2 under- 


— SS. 


(a)l Peregre navig antes aut ſi Eccleſia in proximo non 
fuerit, peſſe fidelem, qui lavacrum ſuum integrum habet, neo 
ft bigamus, baptizare in neceſſitate infir mitat is poſitum Ca- 
tecumenum — Conc, Eliber. Can. 38. Wy 
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underſtands it, who allows any of the Faith- 
ful, if baptized, and not having two Wives, 
to do it in caſe of neceſſity; and this neceſſi- 
ty the Canon explains by being in a Journey 
or Voyage abroad, or when the Church was 
at a great diſtance at home, and that the 
Catechumen was very ill, and his Life que- 
ſtionable. But if he lived, he was to be 
brought to the Biſhop to be confirmed, with- 
out any more to be done concerning Baptiſm. 
(6) St. Ambroſe teſtifies the Practice, that 
anciently the Laity might, and did frequent- 
ly Baptize, becauſe of the ſcarcity of Mini- 
ſters —— And if that was a good reaſon for 
it, becauſe the Miniſters were few, the Rea- 
ſon is ſtronger when there is 20 Miniſter at 
all. And that they did no more than they 
could anſwer. (c) Tertullian aſſerts, that the 
Laity had baptixandi jus, and that they uſed the 
Privilege, the Sacrament being adminiſtred 
by all indifferently, without diſtinction: 
That is, as St. Ferome faith, Cd) Ihen ne- 
ceſſity required, we know t mas thought coudeni- 
ent for Lay-men to do it And tho” St. 
AnguFine takes it for a bold intruſion on the 
Prieſt- hood, for the Laity to Baptize with- 
out neceſſity ; fo where ſuch neceſſity 
ER is, 


— 


(b) Olim La icos & Clericos baptizaſſe propter paucitatem 
Miniſſi rerum In Ep. ad Epheſ. (e) Laicis bapt izandi 
jus eſſe ac baptiſmum ab ommb. exerceri— Lib. de Bapt. 
(d) Si cogat neceſſitas ba pts are, ſcimus etiam laicis conve - 


1e — Adv. Lucifer. 
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is, he declares it Ce) no fault, or a very par- 
donable One. 7fdore, tho? he confeſſes it a 


thing fit to be done by the Prieſts only, () 


yet when neceſſity calls for it, any of the 
Faithful might do as well. (g) The Paſſage 


about Athanaſiuss baptizing the Boys of 


Alexandria is very well known, yet the Pa- 
triarch finding it done in due form, upon ad- 
vice with his Clergy, he did not think fit to 


rebaptize thoſe Children, tho At hanaſius was 


himſelf a Boy at that time. As to the Papiſts, 
*twere endleſs to cite the Teſtimony of Pri- 
vate Doctors, and a needleſs work to do it, 
Seeing they are all included in that / con- 


ſtitution of their Church, which allows any 


body to baptize, whether Clerk or Layman, 
Believer or Unbeliever, Orthodox or Here- 
aa ets tick, 


* 


(e) Aut nullum aut veniale delidtum Cont. Parm. 


(f) A ſolis ſacerdotibus eſſe tractandum, cum tamen neceſſi- 
tas cogat & laicis fidelib. plerunq;, permittitur Lib. 2. 
de Officiis. (g) Socrat. Hiſt. I. 1. c. 15, Laicis bapti- 
atis licere in caſu neceſſitatis baptizare, etiam non bapti- 
atis. Sz ſciant ritum. Non modo viros ſed etiam fas 
minas in extrema neceſſitate feſſe baptizare Bellarmin : 
Quemlibet poſſe efle miniſtrum Baptiſms dummodo ſciat la- 
vare & verba proferre cum Intentione——: Suarez. (h) Le- 
gitimus qui dem miniſter Baptiſmi eſt parochus, vel alius ſa- 
cerdos, ſed quoties mfans aur adultus verſatur in viræ 
periculo, poteſt fine Solemnitate 4 quocumque Baptizari in 
alibet lingua, ſive Clerico, ſive Laico etiam excommunica- 
to, ſtve fideli, ſive infidels, ſive Catholico, live heretico,ſive viro, 
five femina, ſervata tamen forma & intentione Eccleſiæ. 
Sed /j adit Sacerdos, Diacono præferatur, &c.—— Pater 
aut Mater propriam prolem baptizare non debet, præter- 
quam in mortis periculo - But then "was allow d. Ntuale 
Rm. Pauli 5, . - | 
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tick, Man or Woman, only care was to be 


taken, that no Lay-man do it in the pre- 


ſence of a Prieſt, nor Woman in the pre- 
ſence of a Man, nor Infidel in the pre- 


ſence of a Chriſtian. The Lutherans hold 


with the Romaniſts in this Practice. And 


as to ourown Church, Mr. Hooker (k) defends 


it, as he might well do, ſeeing twas admit- 
ted by the Compilers of our Liturgy, as ap- 
pears by that of Edw. 6. whoſe Rubrick af- 
ter Private Paptiſm, runs thus, But if they 
who bring the Infant to the Church do make un- 
certain Anſwers to the Prieſts Queſtions, and 
ſay they cannot tell what they thought, ſaid, or 
did in that great fear aud trouble of mind (as 
often times it chanceth) then let the Prieſt Bap- 


tige him in form above written By which 
[hey] we mult needs underſtand the Mid- 
wife, and other Company of Men and Wo 
men who uſually attend on ſuch occaſions, 


becauſe they who brought the Child to the 
Church, and they who thought and did the 
thing, /s. (baptized in private) are the 

very ſame. Neither doth the preſent Litur- 
gy otherwiſe explain it, which in its Rubrick 
repeats thoſe words of Zam. 6. And in 
ſhort, how much Antiquity juſtifies ſuch 


Baptiſm we ſce by (/) Calvin, who is onthe 


other 


— 


— — 


(K) Eccl. Pol. I. 5. n. 22. (1) Multis ab hinc ſeculit 
ad eo; ab ipſo fere Eccleſiæ Exordio receptum fuit ut in 
periculo mort is Laici baptizarent, ſi Miniſter in tempore non 
adeſſet. Calr. Inſtit. I. 4. c 15. n. 20. bad 


( 


; < n F | 
A Caſe conterning'Baptiſm. = 45 


other fide; yet owns that for Ages paſt even 


from the Infancy of the Church, it has been 


the Cuſtom in caſe of danger, for the Laity 
to baptize if a Miniſter could not be had in 
time. So that the Gentleman having this 
Plea of neceſſity, the Queſtion ſeems affirm- 
ed in his behalf, and that he or any other 
might baptize his Child if he found it dan- 
gerous to defer ir. But if not, 


2. As to the Second Article, it is ſuggeſted 
That it might be ſafely done by a Romiſh 
Prieſt, becauſe tis allow'd that the Church 
of Rome is a (n) true Church, tho' not a 
(2) ſound one; and notwithſtanding her ma- 
ny Corruptions in the Superſtructure of 
Chrifttanity, yet ſhe ſtill holds faſt the Fun- 


damentals: She has Biſhops and Prieſts from 


whom we received our own Orders; She has 
verbum &. Flementum in her Baptiſm, for 
She baptizes with Water, In the Mameè of Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt: which being the 
Subſtantials of Baptiſm, as for her o«eexc, 
I mean the Superſtition of Salt, Spittle, Milk 
and Honey, Chryſome and Holy Oyl, Max- 
Candle, and ſome other Ceremonies not 
mentioned 1n the Inſtitution ; theſe additions. 
do not void the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and 
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Im) Faluntur qui Egcleſiam negant, 22 papatus in ea 
eft. Jumus de Eceleſ (n) Negat tantum efſe Cathelicurn 
vel Jan m ejus membrum; Reynold. Theſ. . 
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in caſe of a Convert, we think his Baptiſm 
good, and never is it attempted to re- 


baptize him. We may obſerve from Scrip- 


ture, that tho the degeneracy of the Jew - 
iſh Church was ſo viſible, that our Lord 


could not forbear calling the Scribes and 
Phariſes a parcel of Thieves and Robbers, 
and St. Zohn Baptiſt a Generation of Vipers, 


yet. their Circumciſion; was -valid, and no 
body was blamed for making uſe of *em. And 
St. Auguſtine was of Opinion, that the Bap- 
tiſm of Hereticks was not amiſs when 


neceſſity required. ſ And tho? the (o) Coun- 


cils of Mice, (p) of Laodicea, (q) of Arles, 
and of (F) Conftantinople. forbid Heretico- 
rum baptiſma, Yet we are to conſider what 


Hereticks they were, namely the Pauliniſtæ, 


Cataphryges, Zunomiani, and ſuch others who 
denied the Trinity, and baptized in theſe 
and the like Forms; (7) 7 baptize thee into the 


death of the Lord. (i) I baptize thee in the 


Name of the unknowns Father of the Uni- 


verſe, &c. I baptize thee in the Name of the 


ancient mighty Lord God, who knows all that 


we do before the Light of the World, as the Sa- 


beans do; or in their Baptiſm uſed odd (&) 
uncouth words, as Dr. Zeveridge ſpeaks on 


the 


FW — 
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1 Contr. Donat. 5 8 
ſo) Can. 19. (p) Can. 8. (q) Arel. 2. Can. 16. (r) 
1 Conſt. Can. 7. (t) In mortem Domini. (u) In nomen 
Enoti patris Univerſorum, &c. (x) Baotjus, Xafε,ð oo, Bas 
K 5 pve, Knria, Baflopop, ANV ——=>. 
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the Canon: Of whom it may be ſaid, that 


I + becauſe they held not the Rule of Faith, 
nor the Form of Baptiſm according to the 


Inſtitution, their Baptiſm was void in the ve- 
ry doing, as Men whole, Hereſies were ſo 
groſs, that Hpiphanius ſticks not to call em 
Y.) Murderers of God, Murderers of Chriſt, 


Seneg adoes, or Deniers of the Lord that 


bought *em. Thele indeed were to be re-bap- 
tized, or ſay rather baptized, becauſe that 
which they practiſed, was in reality (z) no 
Baptiſm, for want of the Evangelical Form 
to give it that Name For he that is not bap- 
tized in the Name of all Three, receives no- 
thing, remains empty and imperfett, for Per- 
fection, as Athapaſms ſpeaks, is in the Trini- 


1, Ep. ad Serap. But as for the reſt, ſuch 


as the Ariens, Novatians, and Donatiſts, 
they were not treated after the ſame manner, 
becauſe (a) notwithſtanding their reſpective 
Errors they till retain'd the Eſſentials of Bap- 
tiſm; and therefore upon their Converfion 


they had no more than Confirmation and 
Oyl to make em ſound Members of the Ca- 


tholick 


— 


— 


(y) ©eoxmvor, Kuproxſover, ct ep, ei. (2) Quit e- 
nim neſciat non eſſe Baptiſmum Chriſti, fi verba Evangelica 
1 Symbolum conſi at illic defuerit. Aug. adv. Donat. 
7 


Quia Baptiſmum rite non habe ant, fine dubio non ha- 


ent. Tertul. de Bapt. (a) Hæretici & Schiſmatici non 


ſunt abſolute extra Eccleſiam, ſed Ka 1, nempe compar - 
re cum Catholitis — Partes halent quaſdam vere Dictri- 


ne que propter reliqua falſa non imprebantur. Chamice, 
Corp. Theol. 1. 7. c. 16. g Fe 
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46 A Caſe concerning Baptiſm. 
tholick Church. So that plainly, as to the 
Officer or Miniſter of this Sacrament, (0) 
whether he be a good orbad Man, godly or 
godleſs, an Heretick or a Catholiok, an Ido- 
later or a true worſhipper of God, it mat- 
ters not, the effect is the ſame whoever does 


it. And the reaſon is, (c) becauſe the effi. 


cacy of the Sacrament does not depend on the 
Faith of the Miniſter, but on Chriſt's Inſti- 
tution: Nor is the Child baptized into the 
Faith of this or that Church, but of the 
Church Univerſal. So that the Roman 


Church being allow'd to be one Member of 


the Catholick, what pretence is there to 


ſcruple her Baptiſm, or reject her Prieſts 
V hen it ſo falls out that we ean have no other ? 
And if their Baptiſm be eſſectual to them- 


ſelves, Why ſhould not we uſe it, rather 
than have none at al? | 


To which we Anfires, 


To the Firſt, That tho? Circumciſion and 
Baptiſm might in themſelves have the ſame 
ſignification as far as they were Initiatory or 


—ͤ̃ 


(b) Biſhop Jewel's Treatiſe of Sacraments - Baptiſma d 
quocungue datum fuerit, ſive à bono, ſive à malo, ſive à ca- 
tho'ico, five ab heretico juxta morem Ecole ſiæ in nomine SS. 
Irmitatis, viz. patris, filii & Sp. Sti. valet Anſelm 


in Ep. ad Epheſ. {c) Sacramentum non pendet a fide Mini- 


fri [ed inſticutione Chriſti---- Et baptizatur in fidem Eccle- 
fie Catholic non fnſus vel illius Eccleſiæ. 


*, 


* 
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Matriculation Sacraments, yet it does not ap- 
pear that there was the ſame caution uſed in 
appointing the Officers who were to admini- 
ſter em. Tis manifeſt Baptiſm was to be 
done by Commiſſion, and a Commiſſion li- 
| mitted to the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, 
whereas Circumciſiou was under no ſuch re- 
ſtraint, but if done, 'twas no matter who 
did it, and at this day not a Prieſt. but Sur- 
geon does it. And we may add, that the 
Paſſover was alſo a Figure of the Zord's Supper: 
But yet though the Pater Familias was a ſuffi- 
cient Officer for the Adminiſtration of the 
one, no Papiſt will admit him to do the o- 
ther; no, nor to preſcribe Penance, £xcom- 
municate, or give Fxtreme Unition, which 
are inſtances of Religion inferior to Baptiſm, 
though they ſubmit this Sacrament to the 
power both of Men and Women, As to 
Zipporah, tis reaſonably ſuppoſed, ſhe Cir- 
cumciſed her Child by the Husband's Order, 
then unable to perform it himſelf, and there- 
upon in paſſion threw the Foreskin at Moſes's 
Feet, and call'd him a b/oody Husband. That 
Ananias baptized St. Paul is not very ſtrange, 
| becauſe St. Auguſtine and Oecumenius repre- 
ſent him a Miniſter, one of the Seventy two, 
afterwards created Biſhop of Damaſcrs, How- 
ever his Authority was from Heaven, for 
the Viſion ſaid, Go, &c. and that was ſuffi- 
cient to juſtifie him, As 9g. 15. If Aquila 
and Priſcilla inſtructed Apollo, it was not 

: Miniſterially 


not permitted the Laity ts do any work belong- 
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Miniſterially. Tis a common Chriſtian Du- 


ty to exhort one another. But then tis one 
thing to Teach, and another to Teach as a 
Miniſter. The firſt of theſe Aguila and Pri. 
ſcilla might do and did. Otherwiſe »o Man 
taketh this honour to himſelf, Heb. 5.4. neither 
is he to preach except he be ſent, Rom. 10. 15. 


And 7 ſuffer not a Woman to teach, ſaith St. 


Paul, 1 Tim. 2. 12. that is, as elſewhere he 


explains himſelf, in the Church, 1 Cor. 14. 34. '# 


Let your women keep ſilence in the Church, for 


t is not permitted unto them to ſpeak-- Again, 


v. 35. Ut is a ſhame for women to ſpeak in the 
Church Which are ſuch Canons of 
Chriſtian Diſcipline, that to be ſure Aquila 


and Priſcilla would never venture to tranſ- 


reſs em. And as to what Bellarmine ſaith, 
That the Commiſſion of Chriſt reach'd all pre- 


ſent both Men and Women, &c. This directly 
contradiQs the words of the Evangeliſt, who | 


mentions no more than Eleven concern'd in 
this buſineſs, Matth. 28. m6. Then the Ele- 
ucy And St. Mark makes the ſame Re- 
port, he appeared unto the Eleven, and to them 


he ſaid, Go, &c. c. 16. 14. As to Autho- 
rities which encounter this Opinion, (4) Cle- 


mens in his Conſtitutions ſpeaks thus, It zs 


ing 


2 - 
— 


2 — 8 - 2 


) Neg; laico permittitur facere aliquod opus ſacerdotale, * 


ut Sacrificium, aut Baptiſmum, aut Impojitimem manuum, 


10. 


Seen ww 0c. 


— 


A Caſe concerning Baptiſm. 49 
ing to the Prieſt hood, as the Sacrifice, (mean- 
ing the Lord's-Supper) Baptiſm or Impoſition 
of Hands (e) In the 49th. Canon of the 
Apoſtles tis ſaid, I any Biſhop or Presbyter 
dot not baptize by the Form in tbe Inſtitution, 
he ſhall be depoſed. So that none but a Bi- 
ſhop or Prieſt was to do it, and therefore Bal. 
ſamon adds, That the Canon mentions them on- 
ly, becauſe no body elſe was permitted to baptize; 
J) The Fourth Counzil of Carthage expreſly 
forbids Women to teach or baptize "Tis 
true, Lombard and Gratian lay, MViſi neceſſita- 
te cogente; bur ſeeing there is no ſuch reſerve 
in the Canon, we muſt not take their Practice 
to expound it. (g/ Zertullian admires the He · 
retick Women could be ſo void of ſhame as 
to dare to Preach, Baptize, or uſe Exorciſins. 
And (h) EFpiphanins avouches, That Mary her 
ſelf had not this Power: and that Marcion 
was the firſt who introduced that ill Cuſtoms of 
baptizing by Women. Among the Modern 
Doctors (i) Calvin will by no means allow 
it, but calls it 4 foul Prophanation of the 
Mini ir y: Beza, 4 mere Feit, and judges it 
of no more effed, than if a Private Perſon 


|» EE ſhould 
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(e) Fi Tis E,, ij mpeoBv Ter, nant mv T4 Rol 
didTaQv wy Banlion is IIe, x, viiv *, de avis 
KReavupedo—— Can Apolt. 49. () Can. 99. Mulier 
guamvis dota & ſantta viros in conventu docere non pre u- 
mat. Can 100. Mulier baptizare now preſumat. (g) #t 405 
dtant docere, tingere & txorciſmos agere. De bræſe ipt: 
(h) Barncue duch Axreſ. (i) fle. I. 4. c. 15. n. 20. 
and Epiſtles. \ 
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ſhould think he might do as he pleas'd be- 

cauſe he uſes the King's Name. f Chamier 
pronounces ſuch Baptiſm void, and that it is 
not fit the Church ſhould endure it. %) Buca- 
nus is poſitive that there is not one tittle in 
the Hiſtory of Baptiſm to give it counte- 
nance. (4) Urſa diſallows it. And ſo 
does Polanus(m) who in anſwer to the excuſe 
of neceſſity, ſaith, the \pretence is frivolous, 
for no neceſſity obliges to tranſereſs God's Ordi- 
nances. The Zutherass indeed, do not only 
_ tolerate, but defend the Practice; but then 
this is remarkable in them, that they hold, 
(ein) if the Mother baptizes the Child, and 
the Child dies, then ſuch baptiſm has effect 
enough to ſave it. But in caſe it lives, it is to 
be brought to the Church and to be baptized 
by the Miniſter. Now if it be true _— 

N whic 


4 ht I * __ 


— 


k) Ne Xpu quidem in tota bapt iſmi 1 57 oecurrit. In- 
ſttit. loc. 47. [ r Collatum Baptiſmum ab alio quopiam qui 
publico ad id munere non ſit inſtructus, nullam vim habere; 
ſed ludificationem meram eſſe in Eccleſia minimè tolerandam. 
Corp. Theol. 1. 7. c. 14] ( Bap: iſmus adminiſtratur ab iis 
guibus idChriſtus præcepit, i e miniſtris Eccleſia ques Chriſtus 
mmi ſit ad docendum & baptizandum, non 4 mulierib. & aliis 
qui 4 Deo non ſunt miſſi Catech. Pars 2. Quæſt. 71. | 
(m) Soli miniſtri verbs divini qui legitime vocati ſunt de- 
bent baptizare, non mulieres, non alii—— Caſus neceſſitatis 
Fruſtra obtenditur, cum nulla fit neceſſitas que nos cogat pre- 
ſeriptum a Deo ordinem violate Amandus Polanus—— 
 Syntag. Theol. I. 6. c. 55. (n) Si infans de vita periclitetur -- 
Mater infantem ſuum Baptizare poreſt—— Et ſi mo- 


-reretur, dubitare non debet quin verum acceperit baptiſmum. 
Cini vero ſuderſtes manſe ii. Tanquam non baſtizatum in 
cætum Ecclefin adferat mat ir 4 r,1mfiro baptixandum. Luther. 
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which the Mother gave, and ſufficient to Sal- 
vation, why ſhould it not do at all times, 
whether living or dying? But to re- baptize 
him is a direct confeſſion that it was no Bap- 
tiſm before. As for our own Church, we 
ſee what /ſaac Caſaubon ſaith in his Anſwer 
Cardinal Perron, written in the King's Name; 
hat Tertullian delivers, ſaith he, of the 
ancient Church concerning Baptiſm by Biſhops, 
Prieſts and Deacons, and ſome times by the 
Laity, in taſes of extremity, this the Church of 
England retains + as to Biſhops, Priefts, and 
Deacons, without the rigorous Obſervation of 
Time and Place. But, fer the Laity, whether 
Men or Homen, as by her Lams and Conſtituti= 
ons, fuch Baptiſm is forbidden. So ſhe carefully 
refrains it, yet condemns or voids it not when 
done in form, tho otherwiſe not rightly adminis 
ſtred As to the Liturgy of King Hd. 6. 
produced to the contrary: Tis, I confeſs, ſo 
doubt fully worded in the Rabricł of Private 


Baptiſm, that it gives ſome colour for this 


Opinion. Vet the thing is not fo very plain as 
ſome rake it. For the Word [/hey] if ſtrictly 
_ inſiſted on, infers that more than Oe, (whos 
ever twas,) baptized the Child; and that the 
whole Company had an hand int. Vet no 
body ſurely will think it done otherwiſe 
than by One, tho! all aſſiſted, and on that 
account may be intituled to it. If then they 
are ſaid to do it, becauſe preſent only wheri 
it Was done: This Language excludes not 
N D 3 forms 
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ſome Prieſt or Miniſter haſtily got, beſides 

the Miniſter of the Place, who being abſent 
when the Child was baptized, his Queſtions 


are neceſſary how and by whom 'twas done; 
and this ſuppoſes very great care in the 
Church and Miniſter to have it done as it 
ſhould be. This is certainly the meaning 
of our Latter Rubrick, wherein tho' the words 


agree with thoſe. of Zdw.6. yet the other 
Rubricks in the ſame Office ſpeak more in- 


telligibly thus: When need ſhall compel —— 

Then Baptiſm ſhall be adminiſtred on this 
faſhion Let the Miniſter of the Pariſh, 
or in bis abſence ſome other lawfal Miniſter-+- 
But if the Child were baptized by any other 
lamfuly Minifter, then the Minifter of the 
Pariſh ſhall examixe- Whether the Child 
be lawfully baptized Sothat lawful baptiſm 
depends on the Adminiſtration of the /awf#/ 
Hiniſter; and if the Opponent makes a 


difference between /avfal and effectual 


baptiſm, and will have it ſound, tho? not 
juſtifiable, let him enjoy his diſtinction. 
However, takirg it for granted that this 
Rubrick of King Zaw. 6. is (as very likely it 


is) to be explain'd by the Romiſh Ritual, 


where the Mid vives and any body elſe may 
doit when Lite is in danger ; yet it 1s to be 
conſidered, that our Reformers, as they were 
Men of Courage, ſo they uſed good Conduct 
and Wiſdom, and (as the Apoſtles before em) 
they proceeded gradually, did things * by 

WR ep; 
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Rep, and by that means were more happy 
and ſucceſsful in that great Work they had 
entered on. This appears, as in many o- 
ther inſtances, ſo in this of the Liturgy, 
and particularly in Baptiſmm, where we find 
the Chry/ſom, Oil and Croſs, not only on the 


Forehead, but Breaſt of the Child, &. 


(then in uſe,) are now laid aſide; and ſome 
of 'em omitted in the latter Edition, even 
of that Liturgy we are ſpeaking of, In a 
word, admit this fort of Baptiſm warranted 
by that Rabrick of Eaw. 6. yet to argue 
thence, that it ought ſtill to be retain'd, is 
at the ſame time to inforce Circumciſion 
and other legal Rites, becauſe we read the 
the Apoſtles ſubmitted to ?em for the Peace 
of the Church, when they had liberty and 
power to let em alone. But as to our pre- 
ſent Conſtitution, it is required, (o) That 
the Sacraments Be adminiſtred in ſuch form 
as is already preſcribed in the Book of 


Common-Prayer --— W hoſe Rabricks men- 


tion no other baptizer than Prieſt and Mini. 
fter in the greateſt extremity —— And it is 
order*d that enquiry be made, ) Whether 
any have had their Children baptized other. 
wiſethan according to the Rules and Forms 
eltabliſh'd in the Church of England. (9) 

| „ FA'$ Mr. 
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(o) Articles for Doctrine and Preaching, 1 564. Can. 69. 
160g. (p) Conſtitutions and Canon, 1610 (q) Ecgl, 
Pol. lib. 5, num ts | | 
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py Hooker's s Opinion is objected, whoſe 
cal for the eſtabliſh'd Church is not to be 


queſtion'd; yet he ſeems rather an Apots 


giſt for other Churches, than a Defender of 


ef Cuitom i in our Own, for his words are; 


Neither can we diſprove "the Practice of rhoſe | 


Churches, which (neceſſity requiring )' allow Bap- 
Hſm in Private Nomen. But as to our 
own Church he aſſerts, ſhe difallows it, as 4 
thing done amiſs ; yet pleads for it when dane: 
that the Child might not ſuffer by the fanltineſs 
of the Adminiſtration, and the over forwardmſs 
F  Fhofe who 1 6% s the Order which our Lord 
Tefws ho L has eſtabliſhed in the Church. And 
thoſe wor A he uſes, delictum cum capite ſem- 
per ambulat, acknowledge it to be a Sin in 


im or her who offers to baptize when not 


ualified for it; yet he would not have the 
IK denied the effect, ſeeing he contri- 
butes nothing to the irr egularity, but has 
a right to the thing; of which, by this 
means, he gets poſſeſſion. He aMirms in- 
| deed, That if Baptiſm be adminiſtred in 
the ſame Element, and with the fame form 
of words which Chriſt's Inſtitution teach- 
eth, there is is no other defect in the World 


that can make it fruſtrate, and deprive it of 


the nature of a true Sacrament. And again, 
The Sacraments do not depend on the Miniſter s 
Authority and Calling ITis true, they 
do not ſo depend With reſpect to their own 


pature and ſubſtance; yet, with * 
A 
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4 uſe conceming Baptiſm, 55 
tho' the Miniſterial Office be no part of 
Baptiſm, tis however part of the Ordi- 
nance concerning it; and Baptiſm without 
it, is (in his own words) as 4 Judgment 
without Juriſdiction , void, fruſtrate, and of 
uo effcet ——- So that we are to conſider Bap- 
tiſm not only as a Sacrament, but as an Or- 
dinance, to which Obedience is owing- And 
tho? the Miniſter has no other ſhare in the 
Sacrament, aud ſuch, than as being an . 
cer to give it; yet, as an Ordinance of Chriſt, 
the Action is lame without him: And ſee- 
ing all Law-makers have an Eye not only 
to the Matter of Duties, but alſo to the 
Form in the Execution of em, tho? Baptiſm 
be confeſſedly the ordinary means for God 
to convey his Grace into the Party baptized, 

et the Miniſter is the Steward, the Diſpen- 
ſer of the Myſtery, and the only Officer 
to give this, as well as the other Sacrament. 


\ To the Second we ſay, 


Suppoſe the Romiſh Church to be fo far 
forth a true Church, as that ſhe till retains 
the ring of Chriſtianity, believes in 

Trinity, and has the Word and Sacra- 
ments, as we allohave; yet conſidering her 
many Pollutions, her Additions, to the 


Sacraments and Creed, and many other 


groſs Errors not becoming the Purity of 


the Goſpel which ſhe profeſſes; for theſe 


14 . Reawas 
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Reaſons we think it no more ſafe to have . 
recourſe to her for Baptiſm, than to go 3 
for a kindneſs to a Man who has got the 
Plague on him; and who, tho' he be a true 
Man, has ſo much contagion as may en- 
danger Life, if we approach too near him. 
As to the ſeveral Expreſſions of Docturs and 2 | * 
Councils, and ſome Examples to the ſame + | 
purpoſe, the Rule of the Law ſolves! em. 
Quod fieri non debuit factum valet ———"T'0 
* cConnive at, or allow a thing done, and to 
autliorize the doing it, is very different: 
That is matter of Charity, I his of Advice: 
And tho? we do paſs by the Baptiſm, even 
of Hereticks, if the Form of it-be after the 
Directions of the Goſpel, yet we dare not 
think it ſafe to counſel or perſuade any Pa- 
rent to uſe ſuch Baptiſm; becauſe, tho? Peo- 5 
ple are pardonable, who are innacently or 1ẽ& 
ignorantly baptized in Error; yet in us it 
would be a preſumptuous Sin to direct 'em 
to do ſo, it being a willtul expoſing 'm to 
a Snare, wherein, if they are not caught, 
tis more the Mercy of God than our Care, 
that they are not ruined for ever. But that 
the Council of Conſtantinople ſhould allow 
Arian-baptiſm appears at firſt ſight ſtrange; 
Yet I take the Cale to be this; That even , 
the Arians did hold the Triztty, and accords 
ingly baptized in this form, In the Name of 
the Father, through the Son, and in the Holy 4 
Ghoſt ——— W herein the Three Perſons are | 
og i 


oown'd and diſtinguiſh'd by the very Terms 


of the Baptiſmal Inſtitution, ' Father, Son, 


and Holy Spirit ——- So that the Error was 


not ſo much in the Doctrine it ſelf, as in the 
Explication of it; and therefore the Catho- 
licks required no more of them, than to 


give it under their hands, that for the fu- 


ture they complied with the Sence of the 


Church, and as they admitted Three. Perſons, 
ſo they would believe em to be of One Na- 


_ tare; And upon this Subſcription they were 


received into the Communion of the Ortho- 
dox, without any other Baptiſm than what 
they, had-already- ATE 1 | th 3 r DI 


The Reaſons we go on are ſuch as theſe; 


_ Becauſe Sacraments are Symbols and Tokens of 


the Faith we profeſs ; and we thereby teſti- 
ie to the World, that we are of the fame 
Opinion; and hold the ſame Doctrines with 


that Society of Men wheſe Sacraments we. 


uſe: So that to be baptized by a Romiſh 


Prieſt, is an open Declaration that we think 


as they do, and give this Earneſt or Pledge 
that-we will ever after Communicate with 
dem, Thus St. Paul argues, 1 Cor. 10, 18, 
They that eat the Sacrifices, are partakers of the 
Altar; and *tis a tacite conſent to Sacrifice 


to the Idol, when we eat of the thingsReligi- 
_ oully offer'd it. Remembring therefore 


how wide the two Churches are in points of 
Doctrine, it is not adviſeable fo to corre- 


ond 
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38 4 Cofermerning Bain: 
ſpond with the Papiſts, as to cauſe a fuſpt- 


cion in thoſe, who ſee it, that we are of 
their Number; Much leſs is it ſafe to pro- 
miſe em when Children, what tis not fit 


for us to make good, when we come to be 
Men. And we are the rather to forbear it, 
becauſe this Sacrament is not only a Sign, but 
a * Seal of the Faith we profeſs, for ſo the 
Apoſtle expreſly calls Circumciſion the Type 
of Baptiſm, and the Practice of the ' Jews 
confirm'd it, who never Circumciſed a 


Proſelyte until he had been well inſtructed 


in their Religion, and ingaged to follow it. 
And the Cuſtom of the Chriſtian Church 
is, not to baptize the Adulti, or thoſe of ri- 
per Vears, before they are for ſome conſi- 


derable time prepared ſor it: And ſo the 
Sponſor es or Sureties are asked their Faith in 


the Name of the Child; and they do Stipu- 
late or Covenant, that the Infant ſhall be 


bred up in that Faith, and live as becomes 


it: So that either we reſolve to make good 


to adhere to them with whom we are incor- 
porated by our Baptiſm, or elſe we preva- 
ricate and fo far at leaſt eſpouſe their Prin- 
ciples, as to evade and ſhift, ſpeak one 
thing and think another, which they are 
notoriouſly guilty of, and we Proteſtants 


frequently complain of it, We further add, 
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the circumſpection and warinefs our Lord 
has obſerved and made remarkable in thoſe 
of his own Flock, Joh 10. 4, 5. they fol- 
low him, (the true Shepherd) and Kzow 
his Voice, but a ſtranger will they not follow,” for 
they know nor the [Voice gf. ſtrangers, i. e. Here- 
ticks,” Jews, Pagans, Hyporrites, and Wicked 


* 


Men, © whom the Sheep of Chriſtflee from 
* as from ſo many Wolves, faith 4 Lapide 
on the place, an Expoſition we accept, and 
therefore dare not Communicate with his 
Party, nor give any Pledge to ingage us. 
to ſuch Communion . And herein they and 
we follow the Scripture Directions, 79 be- 
ware of falſe Prophets, Matth. 7. 15. 20t to 
be unequally goed. For what fellonſhip 
hath 7ighteonſneſs with unrighteouſneſs? And 
what communion hath light with darkneſs —— 

And what agreement hath the Temple of God 


with Idols —— 2 Cor. 6. 14, 15, 16. 4 


mas that is an Heretick after the firſt and ſo. 
cond admonition, reject, Tit. 3. 10. And if 
there come unto you 'any one who brings not this 
Doctrine, (of Chriſt) receive him not into your 
hoaſes, neither bid him God ſpeed, 2 John v. 10. 
A thing the Godlier Jews took ſuch care of, 
that they would by no means ſuffer their 
Children to be Circumeiſed by the Sectaries 
of Jeroboam, becauſe, tho' they worſhipped 
the Lord Jehovah, Yet they worſhiped 
withal the Golden Calf, which was an a- 
bomination. The induſtry of the Frimi- 

tive 


60 A (aſe concerning Baptiſm. 

tive Chriſtians to avoid Judaiſm, is manifeſt 
to thoſe who are meanly vers'd in the Hi- 
ſtory of the Church. This made*emchange 
their Sabbath and Eafter-day, that they might 
have nothing in common with that Spitefal 
People, as Conſtantine the Great call'd em. It 
is reported of St. John the Evangeliſt, that 
he would not ſo much as fit by Cerinthus. 
And Polycarp meeting Marcion, durſt not 
greet him. (2) When Arſacius ſucceeded 
St. C Mater, in the Chair at Conſtantinople, 
none of the Orthodox would vouchſafe him 
the honour to hear him. (6) And a cer- 
tain Perſon called Moſes, wanting, Orders, 
and Lucian the Arian propoſed to give em, 
God forbid, ſaid he, that his hands ſhould be 
laid on my head, or words to that purpoſe. 
(c) Theodoſius being very ſick at Theſſalonica, 
and deſirous of Baptiſm, he ſent for the 
Biſhop of the Place, and after many Que- 
ſtions touching his Creed, was baptized by 
him, but not before he was well ſatisfied 
that he was no Arian. Valentinian the 
younger, being in Gaul, earneſtly wiſh'd he 
were baptized, but ſuſpecting the Princi- 
ples of thoſe about him, he thought it his 
beſt way to delay it, till he could get to 
Milain Where St. Ambroſe was Biſhop, whoſe 
integrity he could rely. on, And Satyras, 
LY 5 ee e ber 
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(2) Theodoroe. I. 5+ c. 34. (b) Soorar. Hiſt. lib. 4. cap. 36. 
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Brother to St. Ambroſe, though he was im- 
patient till he was Chriſtened, becauſe of 
the fright a late Shipwrack had put him in, 
yet he induſtriouſly avoided all the Arian 
Clergy, leſt ſhunning the Smoak, he ſhould 
fall into the Fire. What made thoſe Holy 
Men ſo ſolicitouſly careful, but that they were 
ſenſible of the difference, and how much 
danger they ran into by correſponding and 
partaking of other Mens Sins? It may be 
moreover ſaid, that there is a double of- 
fence in this compliance, becauſe on the one 
ſide we confirm ſuch People in the Notions 
they have, and ſeeing us thus cloſing with 
em, they will be apt to judge that we are 
not 05 ſerious when we call 'em faulty 
Chrittians, which if they really were, and 
we thought em ſo, we durſt not meddle 
with 'em in ſuch weighty matters as the uſe 
of Sacraments is. On the other ſide we 
run as great a risk in ſcandalizing our own 
weak Brethren, who beholding, or hearing 
what we do, will juſtly queſtion the ſince- 
rity of what we profeſs and make em think 
that the Papiſts, whoſe Miniſtry we uſe, 
are as found as our ſelves, who are in the 
Communion of the Engliſh Church. So 
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(a) Si noſtrum Baptiſmum pro vero habetis cur non com- 
mumicat is noſtris Eccleſiir—— Si papam habetis pro Anti- 
chriſto & cultumejus pro idolatria cur igitur recipitis no- 


ſtrum baptiſmum? He perſonates the Papiſt . Polanas 
Hntag . Theolog. I 6. c. 55- 
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that both ways we are Stumbling-blocks to 
to ſuch as obſer ve us; and as thereby we fix 


ſome in their 3 ſo We may occaſion 


others to fall away, and give em reaſon to 
curſe us. St. Paal warns: us of it. Rom. 
14+ 13. andthe Moe Chriſt hath denounced 
on ſuch, Matth. 18.7, ſhould make us cau- 
tious, that nothing of that kind be charged 
upon us. In Summ, we are not only to for- 
bear evil, but the very appearance of it, 
1 Theſſ. 5. 22. And as We our ſelves are hap- 


pily the Members of a pure Church, ſo let 


us give no ground of jealouſie that either 
we are, or that we intend our Children 


ſhall be Members of a Church that is nor fo, 


But ſuppoſe the Child in danger of death. 
If the Sacrament be- neceſſary, is it not 
better to have a Popiſh Prieſt to give him 
Baptiſm, than that the Infant die with- 
VVV 


To which we anſwer in the laſt place, 
That Baptiſm is not needful neceſſitate medii, 
fed neceſſitate præcepti and tho? as it is a 
Divine Ordiuanct, it is neceſſary to Salvation, 
and fo we ought to account it: yet it is not 
ſimply or abſolutely ſo: becauſe in the Or- 
ainance we have two parts, of which net- 
ther is to be wanting, .the Thizg and the 
Aaiminiſtration of it. So that the Child is 
to be baptized, and baptized by ſuch an 


Officer 
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Officer as the Commiſſion of Chriſt dire&s. 
us to; and where ſuch Officer is not 
to be had, it charges God with impoſſibi- 
lities, to make Baptiſm in this caſe ſtrictly 
neceſſary. . We look upon God's Inſtitu- 
tions not as Natural, but Moral Inſtruments, 
faith Dr. Hamond, and conſequently. nofurs 
ther neceſſary to us, than God hath willed 
they ſhould be—— If the Promiſes of God 
were made without any ſign at all, we could 
abſolutely rely on his Word; and having 
inſtitured this Sign, we ſhall never be de- 
prived of our Comfort, by being deprived 
of the Sign, unleſs where it is done by our 
own fault, and ſo we are deprived of our 
Innocence alſo. For if through the pre- 
ſentneſs of danger we are intercepted the 
liberty of calling for the Miniſter from him 
regularly to receive the Sign, or when by 
his unkindneſs or neglect of his Duty, we 
are deprived of, or denied the Privileges 
of our Infant Baptiſm, we can very com- 
fortably depend on the Promiſe of God, 
that our infelicity ſhall not be our Guilt 
much leſs the injuſtice of others, the be- 
traying of thoſe innocents. And ſo we 
ſhall not want comforts either when we look 
on our unbaptized Children, or reflect on 
our ſelves, who diligently ſought ir for *em- 
We are not indeed to be over curious, and 
roo wiſe in the choice of this Officer, 
which is 2 parciality we frequently meet 
ps With 
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with in the World, and which makes tlie 
Merits of the Miniſter to depend on the 
Opinion we have of the Man; and as we 
ſtand affected to his Perſon, fo far we do 
eſteem the Works of his Function. But that 
which chiefly lies before us, is his Faith and 
Commiſſion; and if he be found a lawful 
Prieſt and Orthodox Profeſſor, theſe are the 
material Enquiries we are to make, and ris 
no matter of Conſcience to proceed further: 
For, 5 33 FELT 


_ Firſt, Should there be a defect of Learn: 
ing, as in the Bavarian Prieſt, Who baptized 
a Child in nomine Patria, Filia, & Spiritua 
Sancta; this ignorance voids not the effect 
of the Sacrament, which depends on his 
Miniſtry, and not his skill in Language: 
And being the Child was baptized in the 
Name of the Three Perſons, the miſtaken 
terminations of thoſe words they were ex- 
preſt by, hinder not the Bleſſing of the Or- 
dainer, whoſe Inſtitution is not to be taken 
according to the ſound, but ſence of the 

words, and what is ordinarily intended by 
em. | © NOTE, 12 


But Secondly, tho? in this Caſe we con- 
ſider the meaning of the Baptiſt, rather 
than his Phraſe and Way of pronuncia- 
tion; yet we are not otherwiſe uneaſie a- 


bout his Intention. What his ſecret Thoughts 
may 
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may be, as we:know'*em',not, ſo neither 
are Weé in any wiſe affected with 'em, be- 
cauſe the Infant is baptized into the Society 
and Faith of the Church, without perſonal 
regard to him Who is one of her Miniſters, 
and we mind his Function more than Him. 
So that admitting him to be an Hypocrite, 


and fraudulent in what he does; yet his 


Diſſimulation reaches only himſelf, it ſuffices 
us that he profeſſes well. | 


tui 


Neither, thirdly, are his * Morals to 
move us, if not ſo good as they ought to 
be, and ſuch as we could wiſn' em. Tis a 
great unhappineſs to be under ſuch a Mini- 
ſtry, but Providence muſt be ſubmitted to; 
and his faults concern himſelf, not us. *Twas 
enough the Scribes and Phariſees fate in Mo- 


ſes's Chair, tho? they were to ſcandalouſly 


wicked, as to be compared to Thieves and 
Robbers. For as in Civil Matters, the Vi- 


ces of Men do not make void any Cove- 


nant lawfully made between one another, 
ſo neither do the Miniſters infirmities an- 
nul any Divine Ordinance, the benefit 
whereof is derived from our own Faith 
more than his, tho? we willingly do and 
are bound to uſe his Miniſtry as an Inſtitu- 


tion of God, | 
E Now 
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Articles of Yſi:ation, ty Biſhop Ridley, 1559; 
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Now then, if ſuch a Miniſter is to be 


had, Baptiſm is neceſſary, becauſe 'tis ne- 


ceſſary to comply with every Ordinance of 


God, when there is an opportunity and a 
power to do it. Chrift has made Baptiſm 
a Sacrament, and obedience to Chriſt in 


uſing the Sacrament is neceſſary, though the 


Sacrament be not. But when there is no ſach 
Miniſter to be got, profeſſing the true Faith, 
then the omiſſion of Baptiſm can not be 
dangerous, becauſe it muſt not be preſumed 
that God expects any thing from us which 
is not within our power. In reality *tis 
no omiſſion when we cannot help it; for 
the charge of neglect always. ſuppoſes an 
ability to do it; and if a thing becomes 
impoſſible, we are improperly faid to omit 
it . Baptiſm in this reſpect, is no more ne- 
ceſſary, than was Circumciſion before the 8th, 
day. The precept was, not to do it before, 
nor neglect it after the 8th · day. Which ſhows, 
that Obedience was the main point inſiſted 
on, becauſe, if the neceſſity of Circumci- 
ſion depended on it ſelf, and the performance 
of the Ceremony, then any day might ſerve 
as well as the 8th. Day; and it ought to 
have been done ſooner or later as the condi- 
tion of the Child might bear it. But yet 
both Circumciſion and the eighth day precifely, 
was the matter of the Inſtitution; and as 
for thoſe Jeni Children who died betore 
the eighth day, and all thole Mer and 
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Women, who were not Circumciſed in the 
Wilderneſs for Forty Years together, of 
whont _ many Thouſands were buried 


Without it, no body queſtions their Salva- 


tion on this account, becauſe the neceſſity 


of that Sacrament was ſuſpended or remov- 
ed, ſeeing it could not be done in that man- 


ner the Ordainer had appointed. Tis the 
ſame in Baptiſm, which is to be done as 
Chriſt preſcribed, or not to be done at all. 
For conſidering Obedience, as I ſaid, to be 


the main Article in all theſe Divine Ap- 


pointments, there may be a Sin in _ 


as well as neglecting what is commanded; 


when the thing is not done as theCornmand- 
ment . propoſes it. And therefore as in 
Moſes it was a bold tranfgreſſion to delay 
the circumcifing his Son after the eighth 
day, fo had other Parents done it before 
that day, the Sin had been the fame, the 
going on the igt or left hand being ſtill 
an Error. Valentiniun, though he paſſio- 
nately deſired Baptiſm, yet died without 
it; and St. Ambroſe was not afraid to aſſert, 
(a) that he wanted not the benefit of Bap- 


tiſm, becauſe he fo affectionately ſought 


it. In theſe cafes,/b the Mill is taken for the 


Deed; Neither is it the mant, but contempt of 
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(a) Gratia bapriſmi nau caruit, quia ejus defiderio fld- 
graſſet, quampis non eſſet Baptiſatus, Ambro. (b) Yelunta? 


BY facto imputatur ubi fattis excludit neceſſit as. Con- 
teriprus Sacramenti dammat; non privatib. Bernhard. Ep; 77. 
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the Sacrament that expoſes to Damnation; 
(c) The bleſſed Spirit in an inviſible man- 
ner. ſupplies all ſuch invincible defects, 
and where the Miniſter. or Water is not 


to be had; the Infant is baptized with the 


Holy Ghoſt and with Fire. _ 

But though St. Auguſtine is one while of 
this Opinion, yet in his Diſputes with the 
Pelagians, to maintain the honour and ne- 


ceſſity of Baptiſm, he ſtrain'd his Opinion 


ſo far, as to deny unchriſtened Children 
Eternal Life, and is hence ſometimes called 
durus pater „ e And the Papalins, to 


ſoften a little the rigor of this Doctrine, 


have found out a Region between Heaven 
and Hell, named Limbus infantum, to place 


ſuch Children in. A notion introducing 
that Cuſtom of not giving 'em Chriſtian 
burial, but laying *em in a part of the 
Church- yard appropriated to themſelves, as 
not worthy to have their Aſhes mingled 


with thoſe whom the Sacrament has made 


Members of the Catholick Church. How- 
ever their State is variouſly repreſented : 


For though ſome of that Communion ex- 


clude ſuch Infants the Kingdom of Heaven, 


and that Life promiſed the Bleſſed, yet 


theſe atford'em aneverlaſting natural Bliſs, 


a Life 


—— 


(e) Tum Sacramentum Baptiſmi inviſibiliter impletur, 


cum ad ipſum non contemptus relig ionis, ſed articulus neceſſi- 
tatis excludit. Aug, , 
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a Life without Pain and Grief, or any other 


inſtance of thoſe Miſeries which make up the 


condition of the Damned. Others ſay, 


they are in a State of Damnation; yet thus 


far happy, as not to be ſenſible of their 
Miſery. Andthis a Third Sort explain at- 
ter ſuch a way, as to free em from the 
Tortures of Fire, Brimſtone, and Worm, 
which is ſtiled pens ſensus; yet affirm that 
they are inwardly affected, and have con- 
tinual Melancholy, and diſmal Reflections 
for the loſs of the Beatifick Viſion.” And yet 
a' Fourth Party intail both on em, and ren- 
der 'em exquiſitely and fully miſerable in 
Hell: And this is ſaid by them to be the 
Catholick Faith, though the Schoolmen, 
in common, will not allow 'em ſenſible 
Pain. | * TACIT 
The Reformers have moreCharity,yet make 
diſtinctions between thoſe Children born 
within'the Pale of the Church, and thoſe 
without. Theſe laſt they 'leave wholly to 
God, and apply that of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 
5. 12, 13. What have JI to do to juage 
them that are without? Them that are without 
God judgeth. But as to thoſe born of Chri- 
{tian Parents, they have other thoughts, 
and ground their hope on that of St. Pe- 
ter, Acts 2. 39. The promiſe is to you and 


your Children. And 1 Cor. 7. 14. The unbe- 


lieving Husband is ſanitified by the Wife, and 


the unbelieving Wife is ſandtified by the Hus: 
| | E Z | band, 
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band, elfe were your Children unclean, but nom 
are they holy ( Fence(laith A Lapide, Calvin 
and Bera argue that the Children of the 

Faithful are holy, and ſa ved without Bap- 

tifm- Why not? For i the firſt fruits be 

boty, the lamp is alſo holy, and if the root be ho- 
by, ſo are the branches, Rom. 11. 16. So that 
from this place we may derive jus heredits- 
rium; and as we vulgarly ſay, The Child is 
free by his Father's Copy. Yet as to theſe al- 
fo they make a difference, and becauſe 
ſome are, and ſome are nat deſtined to Sal- 
vation; the firſt, they ſay, can have no 
„ impediment, and the want of Baptiſm will 
do them no harm, as the benefit of it, if 
* had, cannot reach the latter. Again, they 
argue, That tis one thing to want the Sa- 
* crament where it may be had, and ano- 
& ther to be debarr'd it by invincible obſta- 
“ cle, and what is next door to impoſſibility. 
?Tis the ſtupid neglect and wilful con- 
tempt of Baptiſm hazards the Child's fafe- 
ty: But where Providence has put it out of 
our reach, there *tis not our fault, but in- 
felicity. Such difficulties excuſe us. 

The neceſſity then of the Sacrament is 
to be taken thus; God has made Baptiſm 
2 Divine Ordinance, and there lies a neceſſi- 
ty on our fide, as far as we are able, to 
_ comply with it; But if this power be ef 
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nied us, and the inſtance we are to ſhow 
our Obedience in, made impracticable, 


there is no neceſſity on God's ſide to with- 


hold the benefit of it. For though he ties 
us to means for the obtaining of his Grace 
and other Bleſſings, yet he leaves him- 
ſelf free to give us his Favours without 
means, when we cannot poſſibly have em. 
Meat and Phyſik are the ordinary means 
of Life and Health; But God can preſerve 
without 'em, yet never uſes Miracles in 
any caſe, where his Common Providence will 
do as well. God can bring a Child into the 
World without the help of a Midwife, yet we 
| think our ſelves obliged to beſpeak a Mid. 
wife s preſence and aſſiſt ance to the firſt Throe : 


So need we not be ſuſpected to ſhorten God's 


Hand or prejudge his Power and Goodneſs, i 
as ſoon 0 = 2514 is born into the 2 
we deſire by the Miniſter*s Aid to help it to 4 
nem Birth, and introduce it into the Church, 
Let Parents uſe their utmoſt endeavours 
to have their Children Chriſtened, or 
elſe they ſin, and too much venture their 
own Souls and thoſe who deſcend of 'em; 
But if all their induſtry, pains and de- 
fires do not ſucceed according to wiſh, 
yet they may reſt ſatisfied in this Aſſu- 
rance, that it ſhall be according to their 
Faith. And though ”tis true, Chriſt tells 
Nicodemus, that except we be born of Water 
and the Holy Ghoſt, we cannot enter into the 
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the word ſtrictly, as appears by the 
Thief who was never baptized, yet had 


no Baptiſm” but #hat which our Lord men- 
tions to James and John,” Matth. 20. 23. 
I mean his Blood, which is the thing does, 
and muſt ſanctifie the Mater of Baptiſm, 
and render it effectual to ſave us and 
our Children. ene ee ee 


doubt of Infants, Children of the Faith- 


we ſay they are damned? It is an hard 
* matter, and too curious for Man to 
* enter into the Judgments of God. His 
* Mercy is infinite, and Purpoſe ſecret. 
* He ſheweth Mercy on whom he will 


A 


* or ſet him in order what to do? It is 
. © not good, nor ſtandeth with Chriſtian 


“ in ſearching out, or reaſoning of mat- 


8 


fo 


hid from our Knowledge. Yet it any 
would fain be reſolved, he may thus 
* ſately reaſon. is true, Children are 
| „ “born 


rr 2 K 
- 3 * 


\ Kingdom of God: Yet we are not to take 


Paradiſe promiſed him, though he had 


Let us hear what * Biſhop Jewe/ faith 
on this occaſion. © Some (ſaith he) make” 


“ ful, whodepart without Baptiſm, whe- 
ther they be ſaved or not. What, ſhall 
£6 


have mercy. Who can appoint him, 


© Reverence to be contentious, or buſie 


© ters which the Wiſdom of God hath 
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born in ſin, and the reward of ſin is 
death; yet who knoweth Whether God 
hath. not forgiven their Sin? Who is his 


Counſellor? Who knoweth his Mean- 


ing? Our Children are the Children 
of God. He is our God, and the God of 


our Seed. They are under the Cove- 


nant with us. The ſobereſt way is to 


ſpeak leaſt, and to leave em to the Judg- 
ment and Mercy of God. Howbeit, if 


any ſhould deſpiſe, and of willfulneſs 
refuſe this Holy Ordinance, fo that they 
would in no caſe be baptized, or ſut- 


fer their-Children to be baptized ; that 


were damnable. Otherwiſe the Grace 
of God is not tied fo to the Miniſtration 
of the Sacraments, that if any be preven- 
ted by Death, ſo that he cannot be recei- 
ved into the Fellowſhip thereof, he ſhould 
therefore be thought to be damned. 
For many have ſufferꝰd death for God's 


Cauſe, for their Faith in Chriſt, that 


never were baptized, yet are they 
reckon'd, and are indeed happy Martyrs, 
[Then giving ſome examples of Perſons 
ing without Baptiſm, he proceeds :] © By 
theſe few it may appear, that the Sa- 
crament maketh not a Chriſtian, but 


is a Seal and Aſſurance, unto all that 


receive it, of the Grace of God, unleſs 
they make themſelves unworthy there- 
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deſpiſe it, nor 


Holy Ordinance and keep back his In- 
fant from Baptiſm, for in ſo doing he 
procureth his own Damnation. In 
times of Ignorance many could ſee this, 
and acknowledge it, that the outward 
Baptiſm by Water, was not neceſſary 
to Salvation; ſo that the Children, 


and others that died without it, were 


for lack thereof damned. The Church 


always received three ſorts of Baptiſm: 


The Baptiſm of the Spirit, or of Blood, 
or of Water: If any were prevented by 
Death, or hindred by Cruelty or Per- 
ſecution, ſo that they could not receive 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm at the hands 
of the Miniſter, yet having the Sancti- 
fication of the Holy Ghoſt, or making 
their Faith known, by their Sufferings, 


they were born anew and baptized. 
God hath his purpoſe in us and our 


Children: Before we were born, 
when we had done neither good nor 
evil, he had Mercy and Compaſſion on 
us. Judgment appertaineth unto God. 
He knoweth who are his. No Man 
knoweth the things of God, but the 


Spirit of God — Yet Baptiſm is the 


Badge and Cogniæance of every Chriltian-- 
Tis the Mark of God's Fold ?Tis 
the Seal of Regeneration — This is 


the ordinary ways let us uſe, letus not 
EC. 


ſlow to receive it. 
8 Tis 


A Caſe concerning Baptiſm. _ 7 
„ Tis the means by which God maketh 
7 & ſure his good Will towards us. args 
So that putting all this together, we 

conclude with * Calvin, That tis more 

Pious to ſhow this Reverence to the Or- 
dinance of God; To ſeek the Sacrament 

| no where, but where himſelf has placed 
* it: Where it is not to be had of the Church, 
| and in that manner as the Church ad- 
miniſters it; let us be eaſie on this con- 
 ſideration, That the Grace of God is not 
tied to means, but that without em, 

when they are not to be had, we may attain 

to it by Faith, and for want of common 

Baptiſm, the Spirit himſelf will imme» 

diately ſeal us to the Day of Redemp- 
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Tur conſidering the Premiſes; the 
5 Gentleman is obliged in Duty and 


Conſcience, to be at any reaſonable pains 


and charge to procure Baptiſm for his 
Child, which is an Holy Ordinance of 
God to be Reverenced and Eſteemed :- and 
is very neceſſary, in caſe it may be had, 
as poſſibly it may from ſome Factory or 
Ship riding near the Place of his Abode, 
having frequently their -Chaplains, or 
ſome other Miniſter able to do that Ser- 
VICE. 
But if not, by no means is he to uſe 
Lay-Baptiſm, as a maniteit Violation of 
the Ordinance ; which, as it is to be done, 


ſo 'tis to be done by Men in Holy Or- 


ders, as in the firſt Article: And the 
Judgments in Scripture upon ſuch preſum- 
ptuous Perſons, are too well known to en- 
courage any good Parent to run into the 
like danger. Nor is he to ask the Mini- 


ſtery of a Popiſh Prieſt to ſupply this 
| want, 


i | ; 
| 90 i 
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Want, for the Reafons in the ſecond Ar- 


ticle. But he is to wait all opportuni- 
ties to have it done in a way more an- 
ſwerable to his Principle. And if in the 


mean While the Child ſhould die, let him 
remember that Deus non alligatur mediis, 


though we are; but if he has not the 
means, he needs not however queſtion the 
benefit. Let his Deſires be fervent, and 
Will good, and the reſt let him humbly 
commend to God, who can bleſs with- 


out means, and who has fixt indeed this 


neceſſity on Baptiſm, that he will not 
have it flighted when it is to be had, 
and in this caſe tis at our peril to omit 


it. However, in the interim, let him 


Dedicate his Child to God in that man- 


ner he may, I mean in voto, and earneſt- 


ly beſeech him to accept of ſuch Dedi- 
cation till he is hleſs'd with an opportu- 
nity to uſe a better. 4 
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